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NO DENYING 
THE, TRUTH 


The David Irving trial in London 
presented one of the most emotive 
subjects to be heard in a London 


courtroom. With the Holocaust as the 
central issue of contention, it became 
more than just a libel trial. It was about 
truth, reason and history. 

Holocaust Denial contains an in-depth look at 
the man who claims that the Holocaust, as 
we understand it, did not happen. This new 
publication from Searchlight analyses the life 
of David Irving, the evidence that was 
presented in court, and the consequences of 
m the verdict. 








The Irving trial and international revisionism 
Edited by Kate Taylor 











Holocaust denial. 


Interviews with survivors tell the true and 
incontrovertible tale of the Holocaust, showing 
mg it to be one of the most indisputable 
SUCa ese MCUs atrocities to have taken place in the twentieth 
. century. 
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Available this month, advance orders can be placed now. Send £3 to Searchlight Educational Trust. 


HF 


i 





; 
i Name/organisation 
Address 

‘ 

4 


Postcode 


Cheques payable to Searchlight Educational Trust 
| 37B New Cavendish Street London WC1M 8JR 020 7284 4040 Fax 020 7284 4410 
email set@s-light.demon.co.uk  www.searchlightmagazine.com 
= eee ee 





The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


The racist wild card 


Lagging in the polls, and with little obvious prospect of 


winning the next general election, the Conservative 
Party has resorted to the most crass and despicably 
opportunist policy of playing the race card in order to 
win back disaffected voters. With the Labour Party pan- 
dering to the tabloids’ hysteria in recent months, the 
Conservatives have trumped them by a series of state- 
ments and leaflets that attempt to whip up racial hatred 
for short-term political gain. 

The Conservatives and the right-wing media claim 
they are only responding to popular concerns over asy- 
lum seekers. In fact they are fuelling a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. The more the politicians and press report hys- 
terically on the issue, the more it becomes an issue for 
ordinary people. William Hague and the newspaper edi- 
tors must bear some responsibility for the backlash that 
will undoubtedly occur, indeed which in many areas has 


already begun. 


As politicians from both main political parties outbid | 


| each other in this game of racist poker, few are willing to 
| accept that population movement is a political reality of 


the modern world. The real issue is not a racist numbers’ 
game but that poverty and political persecution lead to 
migration. There is nothing new in this, most people 
would not seek to uproot themselves from everything 
they have known and loved unless they had genuine rea- 
son to do so. Until politicians accept this political reality 
and start a reasoned debate from this starting point, 
hysteria and myth will continue to dominate the agenda 
with racial backlash the consequence. Solving the “asy- 
lum problem” requires more than a debate about “gen- 
uine” and “bogus” refugees, it involves complex ques- 
tions about the state of eastern European economies 


| and political persecution. 


Not black and white 


As Zimbabwe descends into chaos it would be easy to © 


assume from the British press that the issue is black vio- 
lence against whites. As we go to press two white farm- 
ers have been killed, making front-page news. The mur- 
der by Mugabe's supporters of two black opposition 
activists during the same period shows that the problem 
is much wider, although this has not made the same 
headlines. There is a fundamental issue about land 
redistribution, but it has surfaced now as a means for 
Mugabe to retain power. 
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Margate 


F i. 





1 CHANTS of “Stop Immigration - Start 
Ticpstision the National Front marched through 

the streets of the Kent seaside town of Margate last 
month. As many as 150 racists, a mixture of fascist 
activists and local people, attempted to parade their 
opposition to the presence of refugees, but the firm 
resistance of anti-fascists prevented them from proceed- 
ing very far. 

The NF had organised the march not only to incite 
race hatred against the asylum seekers, who are housed 
in the town’s under-used hotels, but also to back up the 
party’s local election campaign. For the past few weeks 
articles and letters in the local press have been whipping 
up feeling against immigrants. 

Most anti-fascists were expecting a rerun of marches 
in nearby Dover over the past three years: 30 fascists 
escorted in by the police and allowed to parade for half 
an hour before being bussed out of town again. This time 
things were very different. From ten o'clock in the morn- 
ing groups of local racists, among them some very young 
teenagers, gathered by the station. By midday, 30 of them 
were screaming abuse at the anti-fascists across the 
road. 

Margate is one of a number of seaside towns in the 
south of England that have suffered economically over 
the past 20 years. The decline of the British fishing indus- 
try and summer tourist trade has left the town 
depressed. Traditionally local people have vented their 
anger at the European Union and property developers, 
whose presence has priced much of the town’s accom- 
modation out of their reach. 

Into this demoralised situation have come hundreds 
of refugees, mainly from the Balkan states. Margate's 
close proximity to the ferry port of Ramsgate has caused 
numbers to swell in recent months. With Brussels, the 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































pub-goers rally to NF 


Ly gy 22 


politicians in London and the property developers out of 
reach, as far as local people are concerned, these 
refugees, many fleeing ethnic and religious hatred, have 
become the scapegoats for all the area’s problems. 

Margate, although only two hours from London, has 
shared little of the economic boom the Government 
claims is occurring in Britain today. Thanet, which 
includes Margate, has an unemployment rate of 7.2%, 
almost three times the average for the Southeast as a 
whole. 

It is perhaps not surprising that many local people 
have reacted with such hostility at the refugees’ arrival. 
Throughout the town stories abound about how the 
refugees are getting more money and housing support 
than local people. The situation is made worse by the 
Government's reluctance to provide adequate financial 
support to local authorities, leaving councils with the 
burden of assisting the new arrivals while continuing to 
pay for existing services. 

As the NF activists began arriving by train, dozens of 
local people poured out of pubs and a nearby housing 
estate, clearly sympathetic to the fascist cause. A motley 
crew of 50 NF supporters was swelled by another 50 to 70 
locals. 

Kent police gave clear instructions to the marchers 
that there was to be no racist abuse, yet no officer 
seemed unduly concerned by the torrent of abuse that 
accompanied the demonstration. The march, led by 
Terry Blackham, Tom Holmes, Norman Tomkinson and 
Nicky Cooper, was joined by dozens of seemingly new 
recruits and local people. 

As they reached the seafront, counter-protesters, led 
by the Anti Nazi League (ANL) and the Socialist Party, 
attempted to block the road. Despite repeated charges 
by riot police the anti-NF line held for nearly an houtr. 
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Snarling, yelping police dogs were hardly restrained but 
the anti- 
fascists refused to be intimidated. One anti-fascist of 
over 20 years experience told Searchlight: “I have never 
seen police dogs so out of control, in fact you have to be 
here to believe it”. 

Kent police were clearly carrying out a well prepared 
plan. Earlier that day a coach transporting anti-fascists 
from London was stopped on the outskirts of the town. 
All the passengers were carefully searched and details 
taken. Bags and even diaries were inspected. It was, as 
one officer said, allowed under the new Criminal Justice 
Act. 

Strangely, poles to support anti-fascist banners were 
confiscated, while the NF were allowed to keep theirs. 
Police even took a broom belonging to the coach driver. 

The NF sympathisers on the pavement were urging 
on the police attacks with great enthusiasm, but despite 
the police's violent tactics, which included driving police 
vans at the demonstrators, the NF was eventually forced 
to end its march prematurely. 

Two hours after arriving in town, the fascist rabble 
was on its way out. Left behind were victorious, if some- 
what battered, anti-fascists. For the first time in many 
years a very disparate group of people, from many dif- 
ferent traditions, stood shoulder to shoulder against 
nazis and police intimidation. 

As the last of the nazi banners disappeared past the 
roundabout towards the railway station, Claire 
Dissington of the ANL made a speech on the promenade 
now completely occupied by anti-fascists. Stressing the 
need for unity of the left, she urged the audience to be 
aware of all the ways in which the far right sought to 
divide working people. 

An hour later the town centre was deserted and a 
sense of normality had returned. While anti-fascists can 
certainly claim a victory for preventing the NF from 
marching, the extent of support the racists gained 
locally is a major concern. It shows beyond doubt that 
politicians and the press have succeeded in whipping 
up racist hysteria against the refugees, nourished by 
local willingness to find an easy and identifiable scape- 
goat for their economic problems. 

In one pub a group of Margate residents reflected on 
the day with a mixture of defiance and amusement. One 
noted that few refugees had shown their faces in the 
town that day. “It’s because they were down the Dome,” 
another replied. “Yes,” said a third, “the council gave 
them £100 each and told them to get out for the day.” 
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NF boss 
acquitted 
























































a 
Blackham addresses Margate crowd 
TERRY BLACKHAIM, the national activities 
organiser of the National Front, was acquitted 
last month of assaulting a police officer after 
the judge ruled there had been an abuse of 
process. Blackham was alleged to have 
assaulted and racially abused an Asian officer in 
Bromley, south London. The incident was caught 
on a close circuit television camera. 

The incident took place in the autumn of 1998, 
but because of a serious accident involving the 
assaulted officer, the case took 18 months to 
come to trial. 

Blackham’s acquittal has been met by 
euphoria in the National Front. 

The ruling has allowed Blackham to continue 
his racist activities. Not only is Blackham a 
dangerous thug, he is the key figure in the NF’s 
recent drive for publicity. It was Blackham who 
organised its march in Margate and spoke at the 
subsequent rally. 

Since the decision of former NF leader John 
McAuley to retire from frontline party activity, 
Blackham is effectively running the organisation. 
Although Yorkshire-based Eddie Morrison has 
become the new party chairman, it is Blackham 
who has the loyalty of the activists. 

Much of this has been earned from his past 
record of violence and criminality. In 1994 he 
was sentenced to four years’ imprisonment after 
being caught with Czech-made sub-machine guns 
and a grenade launcher boarding a ferry to 
Northern Ireland. He was travelling in the 
company of Tommy Birch, a known UDA officer 
from East Belfast. 

Blackham has now accrued over 20 
convictions. In the early 1990s he spent time in 
prison for attacking another police officer. 

The family celebrations were slightly 
tempered, however, after Blackham’s brother 
was sent to prison in the same week. 


Pictures by Mike Cohen 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































& Racial Violence 


Refugee status is open to persons with: “A well 
founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 

group or political opinion.” UN Convention 1951 


in town and city centres; and even setting up violent and 
criminal networks,” the Daily Mail reported in March. 
And “Handouts to refugees are robbing the British poor’, 
ran a headline in the Evening Standard recently. With 
such inflammatory headlines, it is little wonder that 


repression. He, like many others, believed that 

Britain was an honest, decent country where the 
rule of law was upheld fairly for everyone. Events were to 
prove him wrong. Euten had been the victim of an 
unprovoked racist attack in Middlesbrough bus station. 
Refusing to retaliate, he fled, flagging down a police car 
to report the incident. But in court it was Euten who 
found himself in the dock, the target of relentless ques- 
tioning on his asylum claim and refugee status. Despite 
video footage of the attack, which clearly incriminated 
one of the perpetrators, the defence continued, unchal- 
lenged, to assail Euten as a bogus migrant. 

Refusing to believe he came from a small, war-torn 
Congolese village, the magistrate ordered him to point 
out his birthplace on a map of Africa. This proved diffi- 
cult for Euten as he was unfamiliar with maps. The mag- 
istrate also refused to allow Euten’s support worker to 
translate complex legal terminology into plain, compre- 
hensible English. This added further stress and confu- 
sion to the proceedings. Eventually Euten was forced to 
drop the case. 

His support worker said of the situation: “Should this 
line of questioning be allowed to continue, other asylum 
seekers and refugees will receive the clear message not 
to trust anyone in the legal system. Report a crime and 
you will be denied justice and be put at risk. If your 
English is not up to scratch and you've not had any for- 
mal education, don’t put yourself at risk - keep quiet or 
else! 

Euten was let down not only by the criminal justice 
system but by a barrage of racist hysteria whipped up by 
the media in recent months, which portray asylum seek- 
ers in a negative light. These tirades, in both the local 
and the national press, have played a pivotal role in con- 
structing and condemning Britain’s new political pawn 
and public enemy: The Asylum Seeker. The dominant 
right-wing papers have steadily branded asylum seekers 
as bogus, opportunistic burdens that are a drain on the 
economy. 

“Some supposed asylum seekers repay our generosity 
by cheating the benefit system ... begging and thieving 


Ee: ADEYBOYEGA came to Britain to flee 


racism against asylum seekers has exploded in recent 
months. 

Despite Glasgow Council's attempts to smooth the 
chaotic refugee settlement process, feelings have been 
running high. The British National Party responded to 
the presence of an estimated 400 refugees by leafleting 
the Moss Park and Sight Hill estates in Govan. The Daily 
Record, boasting a readership of nearly two million, 
jumped on the bigotry bandwagon and splashed similar 
anti-asylum headlines and articles across its pages. Both 
the paper and the BNP capitalised on the discontent 
caused by years of underfunded council neglect of hous- 
ing estates in the area. 

Leaflets and articles treated refugees as scapegoats 
and economic pariahs - a common representational 
device used by far-right parties to split degenerated and 
job-starved communities along racial lines. “How can 
we accept refugees when we have nothing?”, quoted one 
Daily Record article, fuelling the myth of the outsider 
hijacking resources and depriving the impoverished 
insider. 

Over the past month, Kent Constabulary has incurred 
£28,100 in overtime costs in order to police Dover fol- 
lowing a spate of vicious attacks, riots and National 
Front marches. Monitored emails reported an NF sup- 
porter by the name of Andy, saying, “NF please visit 
Margate soon as support is growing and growing, lets 
put a stop to these Koso scum before they start spread- 
ing like the plague”. In Torbay, Devon, a Priority Action 
Unit telephone line recorded an eightfold increase in 
racial attacks following the placement of 400 Kosovo 
Albanians in the region. 

Manchester too has seen racist attacks against 
refugees. In one incident three young asylum seekers 
were beaten up and robbed by a gang of 20 male and 
female thugs. The victims were Iraqi Kurds who had 
just returned from shopping at the local supermarket. 
The only distinguishable comment the attackers 
made was: “You're not English”, before they seized 
their victims’ shopping. And two Kosovan asylum 
seekers, aged 17 and 40, required hospital treatment 
after being attacked by three youths boarding a 
Metrolink tram from Bury. The youths assaulted the 
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asylum seekers with bricks and brandy bottles. 

More inflammatory headlines and leaflets were seen 
littering Redbridge, proclaiming: “Hijack a plane, get a 
house”. A similar, mock gameshow-style leaflet has been 
spotted in Barking and Dagenham, where the BNP has a 
strong presence and political foothold. The leaflet 
claimed, “We've already given away hundreds of millions 
of pounds and thousands of dream homes courtesy of 
our sponsor the British Tax Payer ... our most popular 
destinations include the white cliffs of Dover, the world 
famous Toddington services area in_ historic 
Bedfordshire and the money trees at Croydon ... 
Everyone's a winner when they play ASYLUM.” 

Sheila Delaney, of the Barking and Dagenham Council 
for Racial Equality, described the hostility towards eth- 
nic minorities in the borough as “prolific”. She explained 
that rumour mongering in the area was being perpe- 
trated by people of all ages, including pensioners, who 
recently held an anti-asylum-seeker demonstration. 

As deportations increase and the leaden hand of 
bureaucracy speeds up, racist stickers have been crop- 
ping up around the country. A batch seen in 
Middlesbrough bearing slogans such as, “Put Pensioners 
before Immigrants — Teesside Combat 18, whatever it 
takes”, again play on the themes of competition and 
theft of resources, relegating refugees to a vulnerable 
position in the domestic political food chain. 

The belligerent media reporting is beginning to have 
an impact on the most vulnerable section of the new 
refugee population: children. Friction between older 
children and newly arrived east European refugees in at 
least one London school has already led to violence. 

Tabloid hysteria and political hijacking of the asylum 
issue have obscured the fact that new lives, generations 
and communities are doing no more than repeat the his- 
tory of earlier movements of people. The tabloids have 
grossly oversimplified what is in reality a story of inter- 
national conflict, human rights abuses and complex 
political realities. The bulk of the national media have 
dumbed down the debate over immigration by i ignoring 
the real politics encompassed by the asylum issue. 

Among the issues lost amid the racist barrage are the 
poverty and exploitation that asylum seekers face. Much 
of the accommodation in which councils are placing 
asylum seekers is privately owned. Predictably, refugees 
have found themselves the victims of unscrupulous 
landlords who let substandard housing, a practice that is 
poorly regulated in the government's new private-public 
housing project. 

The Campaign Against Racism and Fascism (CARF) 
reported that refugees dispersed to Everton and 
Liverpool are being housed in semi-derelict estates in 
some of the cities’ worst areas. In Liverpool 8 and 
Liverpool 5, slum landlords have bought up unsafe and 
unsanitary accommodation and are charging £150 a 
week for each asylum seeker. These 18-storey blocks are 
without central heating, filthy, contain broken lifts and 
are prone to outbreaks of flea and mosquito infestations. 
Two refugees placed in Everton are reported to have 
been admitted to psychiatric hospitals suffering from 
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REFUGEE BEGGARS TO BE 
KICKED OUT IN A MONTH 


fully before being deported. 
found 
THREE years 
to be booted out because of a 


ASYLUM seekers who 
are caught begging will 
be kicked out of Brit- 
ain within one month. 


The announcement is a 


By By MICHAEL LEA LEA 
Political Correspondent 


Currently, refu, ye 


guilty can wait 
would see them “fast-tracked” 100,000-case backlog 
to appear before an immigra~- 
tion tribunal in just seven 
days after being convicted of 
begging. 

their application for asy- 
lum is refused — and most 
wil] be — beggars will have 
three weeks to appeal success- 


sands of pounds in benefits. 
kh 


victory for Sun readers @ move ~ set 


who have urged Jack 
Straw to get tough on ref- 
ugee scroungers, 

The Home Secretary’s plan 


after 52,87 


Straw in a 


That costs taxpayers thou~ 


to be 
unveiled this week — comes 
Sun_ readers 
demanded action from Mr 

You The Jury 
phone poll, Our Britain Has 


severe depression and another has tried to throw him- 
self from the window of the block where he is living. 

Searchlight sources in Newham, east London, have 
also reported thousands of cases of refugees dropping 
out of the dispersal system and trying to stay with their 
communities and families. A local refugee worker 
explained that this meant they were accepting “the worst 
kind of housing”. Single, and therefore vulnerable, 
refugees formed the bulk of these cases. 

Even when this type of exploitation succeeds in reach- 
ing the press, the opportunity to plug into the national 
current of xenophobia has proved too tempting for some 
newspapers to resist. The Northampton Echo recently 
ran a front-page article about the suspension of three 
city council officials who had been allowing landlords to 
claim rent for non-existent asylum seekers. The headline 
blared, “Police study alleged asylum seekers claims’, 
implying that “bogus” asylum seekers were breaking the 
law, rather than crooked council officials. 

A similar story appeared in the Barking and 
Daganham Post under the distorted and demonising 
headline, “Refugees renting out their rooms”. This 
sweeping statement emanated from the discovery of just 
one Kosovan family living in a squalid council flat, who 
had all moved into one room in order to try to sublet the 
other two. The article implied this was typical refugee 
practice. Letters published in local papers up and down 
the country buzz with this type of hearsay, all denounc- 
ing asylum seekers as scroungers, all certain of their 
“facts” and demanding that these people just “go home”. 

With an increasingly nationalist mood currently clog- 
ging the political landscape, the situation seems des- 
tined to deteriorate in the short term. Anti-racists and 
refugee workers will continue to oppose racism at local 
and street level, but politicians and the press must be 
held accountable for the hysteria to which they are con- 
tributing. It is a sad state of affairs for a government and 
press that so jingoistically went to war last year to 
reverse, in the words of Nato spokesman Jamie Shea as 
containing European conflict precipitating, “the greatest 
humanitarian disaster since the Second World War’. 

*Not his real name 


“We'll lock up all asylum seekers, promise Tories” 
The Express 30 March 2000 
“Refugees get flats with jacuzzi, sunbeds and ... a sauna” 
Daily Star 25 March 2000 
“Clamp ’em at Calais” 
The Sunday People 24 January 1999 
“End asylum lunacy” 
Sunday People 7 February 1999 
“Beggars build mansions with OUR handouts” 
The Sun 14 March 2000 
“Time to kick the scroungers out” 
The Sun 15 March 2000 
“Britain has had enough” 
The Sun 17 March 2000 
“Handouts to refugees are robbing the British poor” 
Evening Standard. 


THE SUN, Monday, March 20,2000 15 
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Had Enough ing numbers of asylum seek- 
ers who are begging. 
Another acts Std: Any 
to plead for cash. caught begging will be dea 
with.” Labour research shows 
Plush begging refugees is voters’ 
—— third-most important issue 
Many, also on state benefits, after health and education. 
send the money home for rela~ | Tory Ann Widdecombe said 
tives to build plush homes. safeguards would be needed to 
Home Office spokes- make sure convicted refugees 
woman said: “We are looking did not vanish while: their asy- 
at ways of addressing increas- lum appeal was heard. 


campaign 
revealed that Romanian ge 
sies are using their children 
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Myths and facts 


Britain accepts too many refugees. Britain hosts 
fewer asylum seekers than eight other European 
countries. In fact, the least developed countries in the 
world host an overwhelming majority of the world’s 21 
million refugees. Of the millions of refugees estimated to 
exist in the world today, Britain provided for just 0.05% in 
1997. Is it too much to ask that one of the richest 
countries in the world provide asylum for more than one 
per cent of those fleeing war and brutality? 


Refugees fair better than British pensioners. 
Under the new system in April 2000, asylum seekers will 
receive only 70% of the income support that pensioners 
get. A refugee family of two adults and two children will 
receive £90.80 per week, compared to £129.70 per 
week for “UK residents”, which is already well below 
poverty level. After housing and food expenses, an adult 
asylum seeker is left with just £10 a week for travel and 
other needs. 


We should tend to the hungry and needy that 
Britain already has before addressing the needs 
of foreigners. Poverty and unemployment are not the 
fault of asylum seekers. Mass unemployment plagued 
Britain long before refugees sought asylum here. In the 
1930s virtually no asylum seekers were allowed into the 
country yet we had mass unemployment. If Britain had no 
asylum seekers, pensions and benefits would not rise. 
























Britain is too soft on refugees. Three major asylum 
laws have been passed in the past six years, making 
conditions increasingly difficult for refugees in Britain. 

_ These laws have reduced asylum seekers’ benefits, and 

_ left them with fewer rights to appeal a decision by Home 
Office and less time to prepare their case, let alone find a 
representative. Britain is not soft on asylum seekers 
ee oO other ea Belgium, Ireland and 





mply is no evidence to show that 
Ait A ore crime than the rest of the 





abuses directed at asylum seekers, such as in Dover last 
year, are rarely reported. 


Asylum seekers are a drain on society. According to 
a Home Office report in 1995, 30% of refugees come 
from professional jobs, 10% held managerial positions 
and only 5% were unskilled workers. One third of all 
refugees accepted had university degrees, postgraduate 
degrees or other professional qualifications. Eventually, 
refugees will contribute more to the economy than they 
take out. 


Foreigners have no right to seek asylum in Great 
Britain. The right to escape persecution is recognised as 
a fundamental human right in the 1948 Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. This is a right to which all 
world citizens, including those of the UK, have access. 


There is a shortage of housing in Britain. This is not 
true. There are 800,000 empty homes across Britain. 
They should be opened to asylum seekers, as well as 
other people in need of decent affordable housing. 


Britain is over-crowded already. The population of 
the UK is falling. It is expected that the current population 
of 59 million will drop to 56 million by 2050 as a result 
of a decline in the number of births and an aging 
population. Furthermore, migration out of Britain has 
been increasing since the Second World War. The number 
of people leaving Britain has consistently exceeded the 
number entering the country to settle in recent years. In 
1995, for example, 54,000 people left Britain 
permanently, which is 10,000 more than claimed asylum 
that year. Although the press raves on about the waves of 
immigrants washing into Britain’s cities, no one talks 
about the floods of people leaving. There is room for 
asylum seekers in Britain and they are needed; with 
current population trends, Britain will need new labour 
sources just to maintain its workforce. Asylum seekers 
provide part of that labour supply. 


Aren’t all asylum seekers “bogus”? No. Before the 
Tories made it more difficult to claim asylum, 87% of 
those who applied for refuge were found to be genuine by 
the immigration authorities themselves. The recent 
barrage of anti-asylum laws made it more difficult to gain 
refugee status. Even so, the Refugee Council estimates 
that more than 35% of asylum applications decided in 
1997 were granted. This figure rose to 50% after the 


appeals process. \t was only a year ago that Nato went to 
war with Serbia to protect a people and defend human 
rights. 


It’s a cushy life for refugees. Refugees face 
economic challenges, social hostility and the challenges 
of being uprooted from established communities into a 
new culture. Under the new Asylum Act, asylum seekers 
will be crowded into sub-standard housing, they will only 
receive 70% of the full income support and much of that 
is given in stamps and vouchers rather than cash, which 
severely restricts the ability of asylum seekers to use this 
support effectively. 


Sources: 
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attack last month for whipping up racial hostility. 

Race is dominating the political agenda in a way 
that has not been seen since 1978, when Margaret 
Thatcher used the race card to attract National Front 
votes, claiming to understand those concerned with 
being “swamped by an alien culture”. 

Furious debate accusing politicians of playing the race 
card was ignited by the unexpected intervention of the 
United Nations High Commission for Refugees, which 
has censored Labour and Conservative MPs for breaking 
an all-party pact, instigated by the Commission for 
Racial Equality, by which political leaders agreed not to 
“incite hostility” between racial groups. The Tory party 
has been independently charged by the UN with “whip- 
ping up racial intolerance”. 

Now accusations ricochet off the walls of Parliament 
as the parties sort out their responses to race and immi- 
gration issues in the light of recent protests against the 
exploitation of these issues to gain votes. 

Both parties are under earned attack for breaching 
this contract but Bill Morris, the general secretary of 
Transport and General Workers’ Union, has singled out 
Home Secretary Jack Straw and his Home Office team for 
creating the environment in which exploitation of 
racism has become acceptable. 

“The mood music is playing a hostile tune for black 
Britons. But it is the Home Office and indeed the minis- 
ters who are playing their part in the orchestra. By 
heralding measure after measure to stop people enter- 
ing Britain the Home Office has given life to the racists,” 
says Morris. 

Simon Hughes, the Liberal Democrats’ home affairs 
spokesman, has referred the Conservatives to the 
Commission on Racial Equality for unfounded hostility 
towards refugees, because of their strategy of appearing 
“tough on migrants”. 

Hughes says, “there is growing concern that the strug- 
gle by the Conservative Party to be seen tough on asylum 
and immigration issues is motivated by short-term party 
political advantage. We pander to hostility to immigrants 
at our peril.” 

Asylum is a crucial issue for Tory campaign strategists. 
The party’s new slogan, “firm and fair” indicates a deci- 
sive move towards toughness on illegal immigration. 

According to Mr Hughes, Tory leaders behaved “dis- 
gracefully” and “deserved to be condemned” because 
they do not just seek to pander the prejudice, they pos- 
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itively misrepresent facts in order to be able to that. 

Despite warnings that playing the race card is danger- 
ous and irresponsible, the Tories’ “tough” rhetoric wors- 
ens. William Hague, the Conservative leader, appears to 
have ignored Morris’s warning that the Government was 
“giving life to the racists’ with continued relentless 
attacks on refugees as “bogus”, his suggestion that asy- 
lum seekers be locked up in detention camps and his 
pledge to set up a “removals agency” to drive out people 
who are refused asylum. 

Last month, Prime Minister Tony Blair, Straw and 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Secretary, all referred to “bogus 
asylum seekers” in speeches in Parliament. 

While claiming to be tough on the so-called immigra- 
tion crisis, MPs from both parties pay lip service to grow- 
ing pressures to put down the race card. “To use the issue 
of asylum to play the race card is a disreputable act of 
any party and those who are attempting to do it should 
stop doing it,” says Straw. 

Hypocrisy proved non-partisan as Barbara Roche, a 
junior Home Office minister, accused the Conservative 
Party of “playing the race card”, having previously 
referred to asylum seekers who went begging with their 
children as “vile”. 

Stung by increasing criticism of its own policy and 
rhetoric, including some from its own backbenches, the 
Government began to moderate its language. It has 
even reversed a long-held position and agreed to reim- 
burse councils in Kent for the cost of supporting asylum 
seekers. 

At the same time the Government has gone on the 
offensive against the Conservatives, accusing them of 
inciting racial hatred. 

Privately, ministers admit they are unsure how to 
address immigration and race issues, but their public 
faces routinely follow the race card strategy. Ministers 
claim they are trapped between their fear of being 
branded “soft” on immigration and using responsible 
language. 

“It is a Catch-22. If we let the Tories paint us soft, we 
will lose many people who are not racist but want a 
strong line against fraudulent asylum seekers; but if we 
talk tough, we risk offending black and Asian people,” 
said a Labour Cabinet minister. 

Mr Morris disputes this plea for understanding and 
pressures all MPs to stand against racism, “I understand 
why some ministers feel they face a dilemma, but you 
cannot keep defending the indefensible,” he declared. 
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last month, when David Irving was branded in the 

High Court as a liar, a racist and an antisemite. The 
consequences of the decision pronounced by Mr Justice 
Gray will not stop Holocaust deniers disseminating their 
lies. It most probably will not even stop David Irving 
propagating his wilful distortions. But the verdict will 
deny Irving and his followers mainstream legitimacy 
and credibility. The judge did not just rule in favour of 
Lipstadt and Penguin. He ruled in favour of history, truth 
and reason. 

The judgment showed that Irving and other Holocaust 
deniers are not martyrs in the pursuit of historical truth, 
as they would contend, but manipulators and distorters 
who refute the truth in order to serve an ideological 
agenda. As the judge showed, this ideological agenda is 
very often neo-nazi in content. Any claims Irving had to 
objectivity were demolished once the defence proved 
that Irving was rabidly antisemitic and racist. 

On the day of the verdict Court 36 was packed to 
breaking point. Around 150 journalists from around the 
world filled the seats and lined the walls. Members of the 
public had been queuing for hours. Some had arrived as 
early as 6.30 am. It was the moment many had been 
waiting for over the past few months. 

The atmosphere was tense and nervous. Yet it was 
strangely quiet as people fought for that coveted seat in 
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court. Heavy security was on hand at all times. Irving 
supporters were few and far between. No doubt fearing 
the worst, only a handful turned up looking dejected 
and sheepish. Bob Gertner, representing the British 
National Party, stood quietly in the queue, surrounded 
by many survivors of the Holocaust. 

Irving arrived a few moments late. There was some 
speculation in the audience that he would not arrive at 
all. Sporting a navy and maroon waistcoat, it appeared 
initially that he had changed his customary navy pin- 
striped suit for the first time in 30 years. But it emerged 
that Anti Nazi League protesters had pelted him with 
eggs as he entered the High Court forcing him to remove 
his stained jacket. This was a day when Irving ended up 
with egg on his face both metaphorically and physically. 

There had been little doubt about which way the ver- 
dict was to go. But it was a surprise to most just how 
unequivocal the judge was. 

Irving was impassive while Mr Justice Gray read a 
summary of his verdict. But as the judge tore his work to 
shreds piece by piece, he became visibly winded. His 
eyes were focussed on the ground. His face grew notice- 
ably redder, as if he would explode. Occasionally he dis- 
played a nervous smirk of disbelief, as people some- 
times do when in shock. 

Of Irving’s historiography the judge said, “Irving 
treated the historical evidence in a manner which fell far 
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short of the standard to be expected of a conscientious 
historian. 

“The nature of these misstatements and misjudge- 
ments by Irving”, he added, “is a further pointer towards 
the conclusion that he had deliberately skewed the evi- 
dence to bring it in line with his political beliefs.” 

Unequivocally he declared, Irving “is antisemitic”. 
“His words are directed against Jews, either individually 
or collectively, in the sense that they are by turns hostile, 
critical, offensive and derisory in their references to 
Semitic people, their characteristics and appearances.” 

Irving had attempted to have evidence that testified to 
his links with neo-nazis dismissed. He claimed that it 
was irrelevant and evidence of “guilt by association” 
rather than of far-right leanings. But the judge clearly 
recognised that this evidence indicated an agenda on 
the part of Irving that dismissed any claims to objectiv- 
ity. The neo-nazis that the judge inextricably linked to 
Irving included Gerhard Frey, millionaire leader of the 
German People’s Union (DVU), Ewald Althans, Thies 
Christophersen, Ernst Ziindel, Robert Faurisson, Karl 
Phillip, and Ginter Deckert. They are all, Mr Justice Gray 
said, “right wing extremists ... who deny the Holocaust 
and who are racist and antisemitic ... Irving shares many 
of their political beliefs. 

“He is content to mix with neo-fascists and appears to 
share many of their racist and antisemitic prejudices. 
The picture of Irving which emerges ... reveals him to be 
a right-wing pro-Nazi polemicist ... Irving has a political 
agenda.” 

When Irving rose to speak following the verdict, he 
was visibly shaken. For once the arrogant tone was gone; 
the booming voice was muffled. His voice shook as he 
asked the judge for leave to appeal. The judge refused his 
request, although Irving says he intends to apply directly 
to the Appeal Court. Before the judgment he had 
claimed that he would not appeal if he lost. 

“I need time to gather my thoughts and regain my 
strength from this,” he told the judge. Already he was 
attempting to put down his loss to the omnipotent hand 
of Jewish money. He claimed that expert witnesses had 
been paid too much. Richard Rampton QC replied: “Mr 
Irving is waving now a flag in tatters. He brought this 
action.” Irving, weakly fighting the tide, quipped, “My 
flag will be fully restored through the appeal”. 

Michelle Renouf, the glamorous blonde who has 
accompanied Irving throughout most of the trial, looked 
distraught. Far from being an innocent hanger-on, she 
appears to have her own links to the revisionist move- 
ment. The website of the Adelaide Institute — a pseudo- 
academic body that denies the Holocaust — names her as 
the London host to a visiting revisionist. 

Irving the revisionist may now have to rethink his 
career. The immediate consequence of the decision will 
be financial, as he was ordered to pay the defence costs, 
put at £2.5 million. He claims that his only assets are the 
copyrights in his 30 books and his mansion flat in 
Mayfair, one of the most expensive areas in London. He 
has been supported by wealthy nazis but not surpris- 
ingly has refused to reveal his backers. 

Of course Irving’s audiences will not change. He will 
address the same motley crew of neo-nazis that he 
always has. Indeed in the past 10 years these are really 
the only people who have listened to him. 

Perhaps the only medium left for Irving and the 
Holocaust deniers is the Internet. If he chooses to pub- 
lish future books in this domain it may be difficult to 
seize the royalties in any bankruptcy proceedings. Some 
of the most notorious Holocaust deniers have already 
been pushed into cyberspace and Irving himself has 
already taken the first steps along this path. And there 
are still few controls over racial hatred on the Internet. 

Because of the difficulty of applying the Public Order 
and Race Relations laws to the Internet, some of the 
worst incitement to racial hatred occurs there. Ernst 
Ziindel, convicted in a Canadian court for disseminating 


Holocaust denial material, now channels most of his 
energies into his “Zundelsite”, a vast website focussed on 
Holocaust revisionism. Ahmed Rami, a vicious anti- 
semite, also uses this medium to propagate the most 
hateful material from his Radio Islam programme in 
Sweden. 

The Holocaust-denying Institute for Historical Review 
now also puts much of its energy into its website. The 
more Holocaust deniers are pushed off mainstream 
platforms, the stronger will become their love affair with 
the Internet. But inciting racial hatred on a website is no 
different to publishing the same sentiments on a piece 
of paper. Holocaust deniers have taken full advantage of 
the weak controls over the Internet. 

This is the likely scenario for Irving. Before the trial he 
claimed that once and for all he would sink the “battle- 
ship Auschwitz”. But for the moment at least, it is Irving’s 
ship that has sunk. 

Irving remarked that if one were to seek a title for the 
trial, it would be “Pictures at an execution, my execu- 
tion’. Yet he brought this case himself. He was not 
dragged into court kicking and screaming. For a man 
who refuted the term Holocaust denier, and charges of 
manipulation, the first line of his book Hitler’s War is 
revealing: “The Historian is granted a talent that even 
the Gods are denied — to alter what has already hap- 
pened ... I saw myself as a stone cleaner.” 

Deborah Lipstadt declared, “My personal nightmare is 
over. But this nightmare is not over. There is no end to 
the fight against racism and antisemitism.” 

She added, “David Irving has done a lot of evil things. 
The way he denigrated survivors was truly horrible. The 
racism that he propagated in court was truly horrible 
and evil. 

“T see this not only as a personal victory but also as a 
victory for all those who speak out against hate and prej- 
udice.” 

For Michael Lee, 76, who lost 32 members of his fam- 
ily in the Holocaust, the verdict was a good one. But he 
was not overoptimistic about the likes of Irving. “He will 
never be squashed completely.” 

And it seems he is right. Hours after Mr Justice Gray’s 
humiliating judgment, Irving was spouting more 
extreme views than ever before. He had asserted on his 
website that he would give no post-verdict interviews. — 
That very night he gave a multitude of them. He was 
shaken but unrepentant. Yet now he is receiving more 
publicity than ever before in his life. 

For Mr Lee, the verdict was given in a courtroom and 
there it should end. “I hope they now let it go. They are 
all writing books and things, I think that it is very wrong. 
They are just paying him lip service and giving him too 
much credit. All this will be counter-productive. Now let 
him stew in his own stew. 

“He started this and enjoyed the notoriety. He wants 
to be an iconoclast. We must be careful now not to give 
him too much publicity.” 

What Mr Lee found most hurtful during the course of 
the trial was the denigration of survivors and of the 
dead. Irving was cruel and tasteless to the extreme. 
“When he was speaking about them, he was speaking to 
me too,” Mr Lee said. This was not only a legal judgment. 
It was truly a moral one. 

This trial has served to bring the Holocaust back to 
the forefront of people’s minds. Alongside it the 
Government announced a National Holocaust 
Remembrance day. And all this coincided with the 
release of a controversial new book by Peter Novick, The 
Holocaust and Collective Memory. The Holocaust, he 
claims, has become almost too central to Jewish iden- 
tity; death and suffering has become the defining fea- 
ture of a people who have much to celebrate in their 
history. 

For Mr Lee, however, Irving has taught us one impor- 
tant lesson, “It is always better to remember too much 
rather than too little”. 
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destroy me” 
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38 years of fighting Irving 
By Gerry Gable 


stant and that has been my determination to fight 

against the influence and political activities of 
David Irving. Last month in the High Court, Mr Justice 
Gray, delivering judgment in Irving’s marathon libel 
action, pronounced him a racist, an antisemite, a man 
who is and has been close to the neo-nazi movement 
internationally, and above all a falsifier of history. 

Recognition of Searchlight’s long fight against him 
and his nazi allies came from Irving's own lips. In both 
his opening and his closing speeches in court he sin- 
gled out Searchlight and me as having pursued him for 
all those years. 

In fact as with so much of his approach to history 
Irving got it wrong. My interest in him preceded the 
first appearance of Searchlight in 1965. He claims that 
my relentless pursuit of him was the result of anger at 
being arrested after I and a colleague effected an entry 
by artifice into his flat in North London in 1963. He still 
calls a walk-in a break-in but then lies drip easily from 
his lips. The reality was that when the police arrived 
and it suddenly dawned on him that I was there 
because of his already existing support for racist and 


I: THE past 38 years one thing has remained con- 





fascist ideas, he went out of his way to try and stop the 
police charging us. It was an odd situation: I was plead- 
ing with the police to charge me so that we could 
expose him in open court. 

Some apologists in the media and academia depict 
him as a man who had some sort of mid-life crisis ten 
years ago as a result of which he took up Jew-baiting 
and Holocaust denial. They also credit him with being 
one of the finest war historians of our time. They forget 
the other famous libel action he lost over his book 
PQ17, in which he libelled Captain Jack Broome, one of 
Winston Churchill’s wartime favourites. The judge in 
that case had some harsh things to say about Irving's 
ability to tell truth from fiction. I was able to provide 
the Churchill family with intelligence about him before 
the trial started. 

Two things had put me onto Irving's case. The first 
was his activities at Imperial College, where a student 
rag week magazine that he was editing while attending 
the college as a part-time student had to be scrapped 
because it was full of far-right and racist nonsense. The 
second was his subsequent interview with a main- 
stream paper, in which he described himself as a “mild 
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fascist” and stated that he regarded Hitler's mountain 
retreat, Berchtesgaden, as a “shrine” — this was in 1959- 
60. When his book, The Destruction of Dresden, 
appeared a couple of years later, praising the SS and 
attacking Britain’s heroic wartime fliers as little better 
than war criminals, I could see that the battle against 
the Nazi revival and its perverse ideas had to be fought 
on all fronts, if for no other reason than to show respect 
to those 55,000 British air crew who died. I acted and 
took the battle to Irving. 

What Irving never talks about is all the Air Ministry 
documents stamped restricted that he had in his flat. 
What many people do not know to this day is that a full 
week before I was caught in his flat another anti-fascist 
had popped by and chatted up his Spanish sister-in- 
law, who was complaining bitterly about the way Irving 
treated her as an unpaid servant. She turned a blind 
eye while his confidential address book disappeared. It 
contained many names of German contacts around 
Europe including some on the far right. 

I cite one instance that revealed to me just how insid- 
ious his reworking of history had been even by the early 
1980s. I addressed a meeting of a Labour Club at 
Kingston Polytechnic where a young Labour Party 
member asked whether Britain had not also commit- 
ted war crimes like the Nazis. When I pressed him to 
explain, he referred to the bombing of Dresden, reveal- 
ing that he had read about this alleged crime in a hard- 
back book in the polytechnic library. Of course the 
book was Irving’s and because it was in an academic 
library the student was prepared to take it as gospel. A 
short outline of the author's background and connec- 
tions dealt with the immediate problem, but how many 
thousands of others have read this material without 
such enlightenment. 

Between Searchlight’s appearance as a monthly mag- 
azine in 1975 and today we have written about Irving 
on hundreds of occasions. Many of the most solid sto- 
ries and investigations of Irving were written before he 
espoused Fred Leuchter and started denying there 
were gas chambers in the Nazi death camps. 

In 1984 when we made the documentary The Other 
face of Terror about the activities of Searchlight’s mole 
in Britain’s nazi movement, Ray Hill, Irving’s interpreta- 
tion of the truth came under fire. Hill claimed that he, 
as a British National Party member, had arranged for 
Irving to speak in Leicester. On screen Irving denied 
any knowledge of the BNP. 

In the same programme Irving’s “mild fascist” 
remark returned to haunt him. Asked about it, he put a 
hurt look on his face and declared: “Who me, mild?”. He 
went on to talk about his close friendship with Francois 
Genoud, a literary heir to Martin Bormann’s works and 
the financial backer of the defence in the Klaus Barbie 
trial as well as in trials of Arab terrorists. The film also 
showed him in the company of young and old nazis in 
Germany and with the well heeled race haters of the 
Institute for Historical Review in California. 

Five years earlier Irving had set up the Clarendon 
Club, which held a series of upmarket dinners at which 
the guests were drawn overwhelmingly from the ranks 
of Britain’s most notorious nazis. An anti-fascist carry- 
ing out surveillance was beaten and robbed by the nazi 
heavies guarding one of the dinners. 

Focal Point, a short-lived publication of Irving's, 
revealed clear links with far-right extremists. After the 
dinners came a small number of private meetings of 
his outfit, all top heavy with well known nazis. Among 
them was his long-time associate the notorious nazi 
printer and propagandist Anthony Hancock from 
Sussex. 

Our work in getting inside nearly all his secret plan- 
ning meetings and their exposure was instrumental in 
him giving up trying to build a political movement in 
Britain and going walkabout worldwide. Now he was 
reaching into the organisations and pockets of the far 


right from mainland Europe to North and South 
America and as far away as South Africa and Australia. 

Everywhere he went he spoke to far-right audiences 
and was opposed by decent people. In Atlanta he was 
greeted by my American friends carrying placards 
declaring: “Oh David, you're so noisy.” This was a little 
joke between David and me and the Hamburg noise 
abatement society at that time. Another declared: 
“Gerry says hi”. 

I am proud of our role in getting him banned from 
both Canada and Australia. The Germans and 
Austrians did not want him around either. 

In the early 1990s, he returned to Britain with the 
serial liar Leuchter in tow. Once again our intelligence 
was nearly always ahead of him and venue after venue 
was denied to him. Now he was throwing all caution to 
the wind and speaking to meetings secured by Nick 
Griffin, now leader of the BNP, and his Third Positionist 
chums, audiences packed with every Jew-hater and 
nazi imaginable, many from abroad. He also undertook 
the harbouring of Leuchter who was in the country ille- 
gally. 

During the 1990s Irving was to be seen marching 
through the streets of London, from banned venue to 
banned venue, protected by well known BNP and 
Combat 18 activists. On one occasion he posed outside 
one of his rallies at the International Student Centre 
alongside the cream, or should it be scum, of C18. In 
Brighton a gathering featuring Irving and organised by 
Hancock was besieged by anti-fascists. 

I wrote a chapter in a book published by Pearson 
Longman on the modern European far right. After it 
was updated, Irving wrote to the publishers claiming I 
had libelled him and he was going to sue. When I 
demonstrated documentary evidence for everything I 
had written, Pearson Longman’s lawyers agreed to fight 
any action. They then pointed to another part of his 
claim in which he contested matters that he said were 
part of my article but could not be found in the chapter 
at all. We decided we were dealing with a very confused 
person. 

Although he actually failed to start any proceedings, 
years later he was still appealing to his funders for sup- 
port for this action. 

When not politicking Irving has always viewed him- 
self as a “wow” with the ladies, so when Alex Baron 
made some clearly untrue remarks about Irving’s 
alleged sexual predilections, I found myself trying to be 
fair to Irving by pointing out their falsity. 

Certainly Irving has let his dick rule his head, as they 
say. One extremely funny instance of this was when he 
got the hots for an Asian woman TV journalist a few 
years ago and trotted out to her his itinerary for a Latin 
and North American tour. He then wondered why he 
was shut out of not only his venues but also his hotel 
rooms in several countries. A chat between him and 
Ursula Worch, a German nazi comrade’s wife, was 
recorded on tape, in which she declines to come to his 
room for a second night, saying: “Oh David, you were 
so noisy last night”. This led not only to the Hamburg 
noise abatement story but also to a lot of anger among 
German neo-nazis and huge amusement in the anti- 
fascist movement. 

When Irving sued Deborah Lipstadt and Penguin 
Books, I thought he might call me as a hostile witness. 
After all he had addressed an audience of Australian 
far-right a few years earlier and declared that I was the 
man who had made his life a Holocaust for the past 
thirty-odd years. Like we said at the time, if only, David, 
if only. 

Now it looks like the Historiker as we dubbed him is 
decamping to a property he uses in the Florida Keys. I 
hope he realises the hurricane season is just around the 
corner and the first one is just for him. So when 
Hurricane Hymie blows him into the Gulf of Mexico he 
will know just who to blame. 


13 Searchlight May 2000 



















po YOU BELIEVE that 


exterminated by the 
World War? Do you 
bring themselves t 





01 


“| have reached the conclusion that the ‘extermination’ 
tale is a mixture of Allied wartime propaganda, 
extremely profitable lie, and latter witch-hysteria.” 


Nick Griffin 


BNP and Holocaust denial 


by Kate Taylor 


to history as a Holocaust denier, an antisemite, and a 

racist who consorts with neo-Nazis. Irving undoubt- 
edly shares some of the views of these neo-Nazis, the 
judge said. His extreme politics have been highlighted for 
the world to see. And the verdict starkly highlights the 
extreme neo-Nazism and racism that permeates Britain's 
largest fascist group, the British National Party, whose 
members Irving has addressed in the past. 

The BNP, now headed by Nick Griffin, propagates its 
own brand of Holocaust denial. This antisemitism and 
revisionism is far more virulent and incessant than even 
the Holocaust denial propagated by Irving. Yet the BNP 
now claims that it is not racist or antisemitic. In a quest 
for respectability, it has attempted to reinvent its politics 
and policies as mild in order to distance itself from the 
neo-Nazi label. 

In 1998 Griffin was charged and found guilty of distrib- 
uting material likely to incite racial hatred. The offending 
material was his publication The Rune, which not only 
displayed antisemitic material but also denied that the 
Holocaust ever took place. 

Sickeningly labelling it the “Holohoax’, Griffin wrote, “T 
am well aware that orthodox opinion is that 6 million 
Jews were gassed and cremated or turned into soap and 
lampshades. Orthodox opinion also once held that the 
earth is flat ... I have reached the conclusion that the 
‘extermination’ tale is a mixture of Allied wartime propa- 
ganda, extremely profitable lie, and latter witch-hyste- 
ria.” 

The basis for the Griffin race-hate trial was statements 
made in issue 11 of The Rune, in which Griffin launched 
a vicious attack on Irving for playing the “numbers 
game”. He was referring to Irving's admission in an inter- 
view with Ron Casey in Australia that up to four million 
Jews died in the Holocaust. The star witness testifying at 
Harrow Crown Court on Griffin’s behalf was Robert 
Faurisson, the French Holocaust denier. 

When a far-right political party attacks even Irving 
for not being extreme enough, we get some indication 
of the nature of its politics. “True revisionists’, Griffin 
wrote, “will not be fooled by this new twist to the sorry 
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obstacle — 
a. Clearly. the second obstacle = 


tale of the Hoax of the Twentieth Century”. 

Griffin sees the Holocaust as a lie propagated by Jews 
to make money: “As your Hollywood friend is fond of 
remarking, ‘there’s no business like Shoah business’.” 

For these antisemitic rants, Griffin received a two-year 
suspended jail sentence. 

The BNP denies the Holocaust in order to distance 
itself from the images of mass extermination that charac- 
terise the Nazi era. Yet Griffin's assertions about the Jews 
often seek to justify the Holocaust. As he wrote in 
Spearhead, “Some ‘antisemitism’ may be provoked by the 
actions of certain Jews themselves and thereby have a 
rational basis”. This is the paradox that remains at the 
heart of most Holocaust deniers. They offer an excuse for 
genocide and antisemitism, while not conceding it as a 
reality. 

This is a stance adopted by many members of the BNP. 
Attending the Irving trial on several days were Bob 
Gertner, Arthur Flinders, and Ron Smith. All are well 
known within the BNP. Flinders was the most vocal. On 
one day he sat with an American revisionist paper dis- 
played on his lap next to an Auschwitz survivor. To a 
young black man in the audience he loudly proclaimed, 
“One day the truth will come out. It’s the biggest fraud in 
history.” The BNP members were heard laughing loudly 
about gas vans as they left court. Their admiration for 
Irving was voiced loud and clear. 

Griffin’s first publication as party leader dispels the 
myth that the BNP is not antisemitic. Who are the 
Mindbenders, republished late last year, subscribes to the 
age-old notion of an international Jewish conspiracy. 
Listing names of Jewish figures who work in the media, 
Griffin advances his own version of the notorious Tsarist 
forgery, The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion. 

The “new” BNP propagates an unremitting form of 
Holocaust denial. At its core is the antisemitism that 
holds the fascists’ world-view together. Of the pamphlet 
Did Six Million Really Die?, written by his former 
National Front colleague Richard Verrall under the pseu- 
donym Richard Harwood, Griffin said, “It was a shatter- 
ing book’. 

The Rune advertised revisionism on the Internet in a 
tasteless manner: “It’s really very simple and kills igno- 
rant faith in the Holocaust Hoax as effectively as ZyKlon- 
B killed lice and bed-bugs”. 

It seems that under Griffin's leadership, the stance of 
the BNP towards the Holocaust remains unchanged. 
Since the start of the Irving libel case, the BNP website 
has suggested: “The victims of Hitler's regime, and their 
kin, are constantly infuriated that their fervently held 
beliefs are challenged, and often - sometimes without 
reason — feel that the war dead are being insulted ... May 
we suggest a five year programme among historians to 
resolve this matter, with free debate and discussion?” 





Fascist bid for 
London Mayor 
by Sam King 


MOVE OVER Ken, Dobbo, Norris and Kramer, the British 
National Party has entered the race for Mayor of London. 
Michael Newland, the party’s press officer and recently 
appointed treasurer, has been put forward to protect 
white Londoners from the evil clutches of multiracialism. 

“Just watch them squirm!” the party’s latest members’ 
bulletin proclaims. “This audacious move is going to 
create hysteria among the old political parties and the 
media.” 

“Whites have rights too” is the BNP slogan in what its 
website describes as a “campaign for London’s silent 
minority”. The BNP’s manifesto will be sent to five million 
London voters after the House of Lords overruled the 
Government's decision not to allow free distribution of 
mayoral election addresses. It was because of this free 
advertising service that the BNP finally decided to stand a 
candidate for Mayor, in addition to the slate it is putting 
forward for the proportional representation poll in the 
election for Members of the London Assembly. 

Somewhat surprisingly, the BNP has decided not to 
contest any of the 14 constituencies, which will each 
send one member to the Assembly. While it was 
inconceivable that a BNP candidate could be elected in 
any of these large areas, each of which covers at least 
two boroughs, there is no doubt that the party would have 
achieved a strong showing in the City and East 
constituency, which combines Tower Hamlets, Newham, 
the City and Barking and Dagenham. 

Despite claiming not to be a racist party, the BNP has 
chosen as its main campaign issue opposition to 
immigration and the presence of “non-British” people in 
the capital. No one should be surprised, especially 
considering that Newland admitted to The Guardian in 
1994 that “we are a racist party”. 

Newland is the party’s most respectable officer. In fact, 
he is probably the only leading official who has not got a 
history steeped in overt nazism and criminal convictions. 
This does not make him an “ordinary” candidate. 

In November 1995 he happily shared a BNP platform 
with William Pierce, the leader of the National Alliance in 
the USA. An unreconstructed nazi, Pierce is also the 
author of The Turner Diaries, the book the FBI has 
described as a “blueprint for terrorism”. 

The campaign is being organised by convicted bomber 





Tony Lecomber, while Newland’s agent is Bob Gertner, a 
diehard antisemite who has spent much of the past few 
months cheering on David Irving in his failed libel case. 

With 11 of the 25 seats in the Assembly to be decided 
by a complex system of London-wide proportional 
representation, in which electors will cast one vote for a 
party list or independent candidate to top up the 
constituency Members, the BNP has confidently boasted 
that it has a chance of securing one seat. While it is 
highly unlikely that the party will gain the five per cent or 
more needed to elect a Member, a much more realistic 
target will be saving its deposit. For this it will need to poll 
2.5% of the vote, which will require approximately 25,000 
votes on a turnout of 20%, 37,500 votes on a 30% 
turnout and 50,000 for an unlikely 40% turnout. 

In last summer’s European election the BNP polled 
17,960 votes in London, a 1.57% share. A low turnout 
will favour the BNP as it is more likely to get its voters 
out. 

Elsewhere, the BNP is standing a splattering of 
candidates in local elections around the country. Despite 
its promise to contest the largest number of council seats 


in its history, Searchlight has only discovered ten Mike Newlands 

candidates outside London. in discussion 
It is Stephen Edwards, standing in Tipton Green, with Richard 

Sandwell, who offers the BNP its best prospects. The BNP __ Edmonds 


will be hoping to improve on the 17.2% it obtained there 
last year and with a low turnout will hope to close the gap 
on the Labour and Conservative candidates. 

However, there is surprise that the BNP is contesting 
only one ward. As recently as in the March issue of 
Identity, the party’s new glossy magazine, the BNP stated 
there was a possibility of gaining one or two seats in the 
area. 

One election that the BNP will not be contesting is that 
for the Bromyard and Winslow Parish Council. BNP 
candidate John Haycock has been elected automatically 
as only 16 people stood for 18 seats. 

While his election is a worrying development, it does 
not signify that the party has any base in the area. 
Indeed, when Haycock contested the same area in 1995 
he received a derisory 1.5% of the poll, a grand total of 
18 votes. Nevertheless, it will give the BNP a propaganda 
coup, though with not quite the same value as its Millwall 
success in 1993. 

While the BNP will claim it is giving priority to the 
London elections, it does seem that the party has missed 
an opportunity to exploit the media hysteria whipped up 
against asylum seekers. As shown by the NF march in 
Margate, immense potential exists for racist parties in 
many smaller towns largely ignored by the BNR 


BNP list for the London Assembly 
David Hill Peter Hart Ken Francis 
Michael Davidson Paul Ferguson Frank Walsh 
BNP candidates outside London 
SUNDERLAND 


David Guynan Hendon 

Joseph Dobbie Thorney 
BURNLEY 

Simon Bennett Fulledge 

John Kenyon Gawthorpe 
SANDWELL 

Stephen Edwards _ Tipton Green 
DUDLEY 

Simon Darby Castle and Priory 
OLDHAM 

William Greenacres Hollingwood 
RUGELEY 

Neil Philips Western Springs 
BIRMINGHAM 

Jeff Astbury Kings Norton 
CALDERDALE 

Chris Jackson Todmorden 
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White Fear 


Nick Lowles reports from tl 


would all be out,” says Sid, a pensioner enjoying a 
lunchtime drink with friends in a West Midlands pub. 
“He told them to fuck off.” 

His friend Stan nods in agreement. “He was from 
round here,” he adds. 

The Black Countryman pub lies half way between 
Tipton station and Dudley Port. A small one-roomed 
pub, its shelves are lined with darts and other sporting 
trophies. It's lunchtime and there are only a few locals 
present. Asked about their views on the council and the 
state of the country, no one has anything positive to say. 

Tom, a former foundry worker who is now on long- 
term disability benefit after suffering a work-related ill- 
ness, berates the council. “They give you these promises 
but when they get in they do nothing. Doesn't matter 
who gets in, Conservative, Labour, they’re all the same.” 

While his main annoyance is the lack of housing main- 
tenance, he and his friends believe the council is ignor- 
ing the needs of ordinary people. It is with the arrival of 
Norman that the conversation turns to race. “He's 
worked 50 years, he has,” says Tom in appreciation. 

Norman, now in his mid seventies, carries the anger of 
the others. “And for what?” he adds, “so people who've 
never done a day’s work in their lives can get more 
money than me. I don’t know why I bothered.” 

Norman is not just referring to the unemployed, but, 
as he bluntly puts it, “the Indians”. “They’re quick enough 
to claim independence from us and then they come over 
here,” he says. 

The talk is of an “Indian’ who recently arrived at 
Birmingham International airport and within eight 
hours had been given benefit and accommodation in the 
Sandwell area. It was, they implied, just further evidence 
of discrimination against white people. 

This month Norman, Sid and Stan will be offered the 
opportunity to vote for the British National Party in the 
forthcoming local elections in Sandwell. The BNP has 
selected Steve Edwards to contest Tipton Green ward. 

Edwards, the regional BNP organiser, is entering the 
contest with high hopes. Last year he polled 17.2% in the 
same ward, while his wife, Sharron, received 13% in 
neighbouring Great Bridge. With the seemingly 
inevitable collapse in the Labour vote and rising racial 
hysteria whipped up by the media, the BNP hopes not 
only to increase its vote but to take the seat. 

Edwards will be drawing on several years’ activity in 
the area, initially with the National Front, then from 1995 
to 1998 with the National Democrats. It was in 1998 that 
the Edwards's launched their “Lend a Hand Team” sup- 
posedly to assist local people with issues that the council 
fails to deal with. 

One recent venture by the “Lend a Hand Team” has 
been its “exclusive” discovery of “yet another expensive 
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waste of taxpayers money”, namely an anti-racist project 
launched by the local health authority and the council’s 
Detached Youth Work Team. A BNP leaflet circulated in 
the area almost six weeks after the Health Authority pub- 
licised its project claimed: “It is time local residents broke 
the loony left monopoly of the Labour controlled 
Sandwell Authority and elected a common sense political 
party which will spend your money wisely and put local 
Tipton people first”. 

In addition to condemning the local council, the 
Edwards's have been exploiting racial tensions in the 
area. A few years ago a request to build a mosque was met 
with intense activity by the National Front and National 
Democrats and a considerable degree of opposition from 
many local white people. The ensuing controversy, much 
of it whipped up by the far-right political parties, led to a 
number of serious confrontations between gangs of 
young whites and Asians. 

The BNP has been keen to portray its Black Country 
branch as a model for other party units. Its stress on 
community politics and focus on local issues is in line 
with the policy long advocated by Eddie Butler, the 
party’s former National Elections Officer, who master- 
minded its Tower Hamlets victory in 1993. 

Butler, who has now returned to the BNP after a four- 
year absence to become Tony Lecomber’s chief adviser, 
recently wrote of this new form of community politics. 
“The place where it all happened was the East End of 
London, but it could have been in any of Britain's mul- 
tiracial towns and cities. The difference was not due to 
any uniquely favourable set of circumstances but to local 
leadership which was willing to experiment to try new 
methods.” 

Parallels between Tower Hamlets and Sandwell do not 
stop at BNP strategy. According to the 1998 Index of Local 
Deprivation, published by the Department of the 
Environment, Transport and the Regions, Sandwell is 
England’s seventh most deprived area, the fourth worst 
outside London. Only Liverpool, Newcastle, Manchester, 
Hackney, Birmingham and Tower Hamlets rank higher in 
the index of multiple deprivation. 

On almost every indicator Sandwell scores badly. While 
the proportion of households with a car has risen from 
49% in 1981 to 55% in 1991, it is still the lowest in the West 
Midlands. Unemployment in Sandwell remains, accord- 
ing to the latest available figures, at 6.4% compared to a 
British average of 4.0%. Of these, 27.7% have been out of 
work for more than one year. 

The strong BNP presence in Tipton is probably the 
result of this social deprivation more than the party’s 
election tactics. Indeed, despite Butler's and Lecomber’s 
protestations that Millwall was won because of low-key 
community politics, the opposite was the case. The years 
1989 to 1994 saw political confrontation at a high level, 
and rather than trying to avoid confrontation, the BNP 
actively sought it with a series of high profile marches 
and meetings in the area. 

It was the social deprivation, especially the shortage of 
cheap decent housing, the Docklands redevelopment 
project and political shenanigans by both the Liberals 
and Labour, which saw the BNP achieve its success. 

But social deprivation is only part of the explanation, 
says Maxie Hayles, chair of the Sandwell Racial 
Harassment Unit. “It is far more deep-rooted than eco- 
nomics. There is deep-rooted racism in the area and that 
will take a long time to break down. 

“In fact,” he adds, “it is an insular community. Even 
people from Birmingham are treated with mistrust and 
suspicion.” 

Like in Millwall, the BNP is able to draw on a long local 
history of racism. Since the late 1950s, when the first peo- 
ple from the Caribbean began arriving in the Black 
Country, there has been intense local racism. In 1964 
alleged supporters of a Conservative Party candidate 
issued a general election leaflet in Smethwick stating: “If 
you want a nigger neighbour, vote Liberal or Labour’. 


Though the Tory candidate Peter Griffiths claimed no 
knowledge of the leaflet, the voters bucked the national 
trend and registered their approval by ousting the sitting 
Labour MP. 

Undoubtedly the man who best articulated and 
exploited this local racism was Enoch Powell, the former 
Conservative Shadow frontbench spokesman, who was 
MP for Wolverhampton South West during this period. 

In the 1970 general election, many of the largest swings 
to the Conservative Party occurred in the West Midlands. 
The Labour Party later claimed that the 8.6% swing to the 
Tories in Birmingham Northfield and the 9.2% swing in 
Dudley were directly thanks to Powell. He had cam- 
paigned actively in both constituencies. When Jennie Lee 
saw her 11,000 majority overturned in Cannock she 
claimed: “I blame it on Powellism’. 

Even David Stringer, the Conservative Party agent for 
the West Midlands, acknowledged the enormity of 
Powell’s local influence. “In the immediate environs of 
Wolverhampton, where his word is law, he did have a 
considerable effect.” 

Research published in 1974 claimed that Powell had 
attracted 2.5 million votes to the Conservative Party. “It 
became clear that Powell had won the 1970 elections for 
the Tories ... of all those who had switched their votes 
from one party to another in the election, 50 per cent 
were working class Powellites.” 

Many of these people lived in the manufacturing 
heartland of the Black Country. In 1973 Martin Webster, 
the National Front’s Activities Organiser, tapped into this 
racist reservoir when he contested a parliamentary by- 
election in West Bromwich. He polled 4,789 votes, a 16% 
share, and only 3,000 behind the Conservative candidate 
David Bell. It was to be the largest fascist parliamentary 
vote in the postwar period. 

Bell had asked Powell for support but was refused after 
Bell made it clear that he did not share Powell’s views on 
immigration. The result, Powell later claimed, “is what I 
warned Mr Bell would happen”. Other Conservative can- 
didates took heed and by the 1979 general election many 
used the race card for their own electoral advantage. 

Webster's strong showing produced significant results 
in the first general election in 1974. In West Bromwich 
West the NF polled 7.8% of the vote, while in neighbour- 
ing West Bromwich East it gained 7%. The only other con- 
stituency where the NF polled above 7% was Leicester 
East, where it took 7.4%. 

While the fascist vote collapsed dramatically after the 
mid-1970s, Sandwell and Dudley have continued to pro- 
vide the far right with some of its strongest votes. In 1994 
the NF polled over 9% in three wards, and in the 1997 
general election Steve Edwards gained 11.39%, collecting 
4,181 votes, in the West Bromwich West constituency. 
However his vote was inflated because the main parties 
did not challenge Speaker of the House Betty Boothroyd 
as MP for the constituency. 

The BNP enters the local elections boasting of possible 
victory, but it is facing an uphill task. To win a seat, Steve 
Edwards is likely to require at least 900 votes, an 80% 
increase on his performance last year. At the same time 
he will need to see the Labour vote collapse by 40% and 
no increase in the Conservative vote. 

With the Conservative Party firmly entrenched as the 
second party in Tipton Green, the BNP’s task looks seem- 
ingly impossible. However, a significant increase in its 
vote will provide a platform for Edwards to challenge the 
seat again next year. 

But a strong showing for the BNP will be a warning to 
everyone about what happens when social deprivation 
and exclusion grip an area. 

Back in the Black Countryman pub only Tom would 
divulge his voting intentions. “I’m voting Labour,” he says 
with a heavy heart. “I always have done though I don't 
expect anything to change.” 

The others remain tight-lipped. I am just another out- 
sider who is viewed with mistrust and suspicion. 
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my Wild in Berlin. 


nazis from Combat 18 (C18) and the Blood and 

Honour (B&H) network met in Norway to coordi- 
nate international activities against their opponents and 
step up terror against anti-fascists, journalists and repre- 
sentatives of the state. 

German nazis are under pressure after several mur- 
ders committed by their Swedish counterparts and 
actions in other parts of Europe. They have still not really 
delivered the goods, despite the publication of hit lists 
and the activities of terrorists such as Kay Diesner, who 
was jailed for murder in 1997 and is now celebrated as a 
martyr. 

Digging out information on opponents is central to 
the activity of the various factions of the right-wing 
extremist scene. The names, addresses and photographs 
of anti-fascists, journalists and trade unionists, young 
and old, regularly feature in right-wing publications, 
from tatty photocopied nazi fanzines to the official 
organs of the Nationaldemokratische  Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD), Deutsche Stimme and Junge 
Freiheit, nazi websites and the videos touted by B&H and 
the nazi mail-order outfit NS88. 

Although the “research” published so far is poor, even 
ridiculous, a growing number of nazis are latching onto 
it as a guide to action. A non right-wing or alternative 
youth club that a fascist publication has labelled an anti- 
fascist centre might later suffer the far-reaching conse- 
quences of this propaganda - cuts in funding, media 
witch-hunts and direct physical attacks — especially in 
small towns. This style of nazi activity has the objective 
of isolating anti-fascist activists. 


4 AST NOVEMBER, German, Swedish and British 


A tale of two names 

In September 1999, a group called Anti-Antifa Kurpfalz 
in Ludwigshafen sent nazis in Berlin an alphabetically 
arranged hit list of 40 opponents, including members of 
the Social Democratic Party (SPD) and the Party of 
Democratic Socialism (PDS) living in the east Berlin 
borough of Treptow. 





In December, a further 20-page list turned up. Printed 
in the style of a skinhead fanzine, with the title Wehrwolf, 
this one placed the names and addresses of over 150 so- 
called “enemies of the people” under headings such as 
“parliamentarians”, “Hebrews” and “democratic propa- 
gandists”. 

Alongside the names of 40 members of the German 
parliament of all parties — whose details had been taken 
from an out-of-date parliamentary handbook — the pub- 
lishers concentrated on Jewish communities and institu- 
tions and revolutionary left groups such as Red Aid and 
the Marxist-Leninist Party of Germany. The most horrify- 
ing aspect of this slovenly researched list was its open 
antisemitism. 

The publisher this time was “Anti-Antifa Saarpfalz” 
using the same post box, located in the Dutch town of 
Delfzill and managed by the long-time Dutch nazi, Eite 
Homann, as the one used in September by Anti-Antifa 
Kurpfalz. 

The term “Anti-Antifa’ used by these groups is a 
German contraction of anti-anti-fascist. Hiding behind 
both groups is a 16-year-old fanatic, Ronnie Reimer from 
Schifferstadt. Reimer’s hobby is collecting data on anti- 
fascists. In January last year, an advertisement in his 
skinhead rag Pfalzfront offered the addresses of anti- 
fascists to “interested comrades” for the cost of the 
postage. He followed this up in August with a letter to a 
left-wing youth club announcing the publication of 
Wehrwolf and threatening “we’ll soon be coming to visit 
you and your friends ...”. 

Reimer, a customer of NS88 since the age of 13, is a 
front man for more seasoned activists such as Stefan 
Michael Bar, 24, a former member of the banned 
Freiheitliche Arbeiterpartei Deutschlands (FAP) and the 
prisoners’ aid organisation, the HNG. In January 1999, 
Bar, already jailed for 27 months in 1998 for incitement 
to race hatred and public order offences, was given a fur- 
ther three and a half year sentence for publishing a 
fanzine called Reichsruf. 

Bar was released after serving two thirds of his sen- 
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tence, including time on remand. Shortly afterwards 
Reichsruf No 6 appeared, also available from Homann’s 
PO box. Bar’s role model is Diesner and he is now on the 
periphery of the Nationale Volksfront (NVF), which has 
been very active in southern Germany for the past four 
years and whose letterhead Reimer used to send his 
threatening letter. 


Guns, guns and more guns 

In March 1998, after a Jewish cemetery was desecrated 
in Neustadt, police swooped on local nazis, uncovering 
an arsenal that included a machine pistol used in an 
attack on a local take-away in 1996. Also found were 
another seven machine pistols, eleven rifles, six hand- 
guns, 8,000 rounds of ammunition and several kilo- 
grams of explosives as well as night sights and three 
mines. Two of those responsible for the attack on the 
take-away belonged to the NVE 

Investigation of the NVF led to Sinning in Bavaria. 
Until recently, the NPD had its national office there in 
property belonging to the notorious nazi Anton Pfahler. 
Norman Kempken, who was convicted for producing 
the 1993 anti-Antifa list, Der Einblick, was using the 
place as a hideout. 

A police raid on Pfahler’s property in June 1998 uncov- 
ered weapons including hand grenades and several 
machine pistols. Pfahler and his 23-year-old errand boy 
Alexander Larrass had been running a flourishing 
weapons business. On Pfahler’s behalf Larrass travelled 
to the Czech Republic, bought several Uzi and 
Kalashnikov machine pistols and imported them to 
Germany for sale to Pfahler’s customers, one of whom 
was an undercover policeman. 

On trial in Munich for violations of weapons laws, 
Pfahler, 53, tried and failed to present himself as a non- 
political militaria collector. Although the court could not 
prove that weapons found in his possession were des- 
tined for right-wing extremists, Pfahler was sentenced to 
three years and eight months in prison. Larrass got four 
years and eight months. Now in prison in Landsberg, 
Pfahler is being looked after by the HNG. 

Despite evidence of nationwide coordination, the 
security authorities profess ignorance, although they 
must have known of the existence of Wehrwolf at least 
since 21 November, when police searched a suspect 
vehicle at the German-Dutch border crossing in Elte. Its 
passengers, Sven Oliver Schlechta, 22, Moritz Stumpp, 
17, both from Schwabach, and Barbara Schmitt, 18, 
from Fiirth were found in possession of propaganda 
material including Wehrwolf. 


Enter the BKA 

Police seized the Wehrwolf hit list but did nothing to 
warn its potential victims. This is hardly surprising if one 
reads the Federal Criminal Office (BKA) assessment of 
Wehrwolf which claims that Anti-Antifa Saarpfalz is 
“unknown” to the authorities, despite the fact that the 
regional internal security service in Rheinland-Pfalz 
mentioned its forerunner, Anti-Antifa Kurpfalz, in its 
annual report in 1998. 

The BKA says there is no link between intelligence 
gathering by the extreme right and “the perpetration of 
serious crimes”, merely suggesting that targets at a local 
level of crimes resulting from such activity “might have 
been” left-wingers with connections to extremist 
actions. 

The assessment concludes that the nazi spying opera- 
tion makes “vague references to the classic enemies of 
the right-wing extremist scene” but has “unstructured 
and vague aims” from which “concrete intentions to 
attack” cannot be assumed. This poses the question of 
whether the BKA really believes what it writes or is play- 
ing down the danger of right-wing extremism. 

The September hit list’s focus on Treptow was logical 
and contradicts the BKA. Intelligence gathering by nazis 
there has a long tradition and has been the main feature 


of Kameradschaft Treptow’s work since it was formed. 

The Kameradschaft’s leader, Detlef Nolde, now in 
prison for abetting manslaughter, set up and ran Anti- 
Antifa Berlin at the beginning of the 1990s and there was 
never long between acts of violence and information 
gathering. On 17 April 1995, for example, two of Nolde’s 
fellow nazis, Henryk Wurzel and Mirco Ruthke, fire- 
bombed a youth club not dominated by the right, razing 
the building to the ground. 

When an Alliance against the Right was established in 
Treptow, nazis sent Carsten Strulick, a former member 
of the banned Nationalistische Front, to infiltrate its first 
meeting, with the result that participants soon received 
death threats. A PDS member, whose name later 
appeared on the Anti-Antifa Kurpfalz hit list, narrowly 
escaped death in late 1997 after a pipe bomb attack 
planned by two Treptow nazis, Carsten Miiller and 
Patrick Demmig, was discovered by police. 

Wehrwolf is directly linked to Berlin. It states: “what 
we want is nothing more than to wave swastika flags, to 
march in SA uniforms, to raise our arm in ‘the German 
greeting’ and to express our opinion about Jews”. These 
exact words appeared months before in a letter from the 
jailed Berlin activist Marcus Bischoff to the Berlin daily, 
Tagesspiegel, complaining about police intervention at a 
wedding party organised by the nazi rocker gang, the 
Vandals. Before he was jailed, Bischoff was part of the 
same circle of Berlin Anti-Antifa activists as Diesner and 
Oliver Werner and was co-publisher of NS-Denkzettel, 
the mouthpiece of the German version of White Aryan 
Resistance (WAR). 

Since then, the Berlin anti-Antifa has widened its 
scope and has good contacts both across and outside 
Germany. One of these is Thekla Kosche from Bad 
Segeberg, who hangs around anti-fascist demonstra- 
tions taking pictures. 

Contacts abroad were evident in January 1998, when 
Germans were arrested at a skinhead concert near 
Stockholm with the American hate rock band, Max 
Resist. At least eight of them came from Berlin and were 
visiting Sweden for talks with Swedish nazis. 


Police raids 

In October, police raided anti-Antifa activists from 
Berlin, Brandenburg, Saxony-Anhalt and Lower Saxony 
on suspicion of “building a criminal association”. Those 
raided included nazis who were in banned organisations 
or are part of the Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neuen 
Front (GdNF) and are now hooked into the Free 
Kameradschaften and Blood and Honour. Police also 
searched the houses of two NPD officials, Gordon 
Reinholz and Matthias Obst. Police later said they had 
confiscated an “enemies list” with 60 names, including 
lawyers, judges and journalists, which the nazis planned 
to post on the Internet. 

Raids on top nazis like Oliver Schweigert, Lutz 
Geissen, Heiko Lappat and Hartmut Spengler were no 
surprise. Schweigert frequently presents himself as the 
spokesman of Anti-Antifa Berlin. Information gathered 
by Werner and Diesner was routinely passed to 
Schweigert who processed it and passed it on to 
Christian Worch, the veteran Hamburg nazi who in 1992 
initiated the current anti-Antifa frenzy by publishing 
lists of opponents in his magazine Index. 

Three of those raided in October were arrested with 
Diesner, Bischoff, Werner and Nolde on 13 August 1994 
when they turned up with a mob to defend the apart- 
ment of the nazi leader Arnulf Winfried Priem against 
anti-fascist demonstrators. Almost all those arrested at 
Priem’s flat have since made headlines for crimes 
including possession of weapons, bomb-making and 
murder. Schweigert, together with Worch, Thomas Wulff 
and Thorsten Heise, remains part of a tightly-knit circle 
of nazis with all the threads of nationwide anti-Antifa 
activity in their hands. 

After the publication of the second hit list last year, the 
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Berlin prosecutor's office launched an investigation, as a 
result of which police in Gottingen, Lower Saxony, 
raided four nazis suspected of breaking anti-terrorist 
laws. The four are associates of Heise and were involved 
in planning an NPD demonstration in the city for 29 
January, which was banned and subsequently took place 
in Berlin. Afterwards, the federal prosecutor's office 
leading the investigation claimed that nothing had been 
found to substantiate the suspicions. 

Later, however, the Lower Saxony Criminal Office saw 
fit to warn a trade union leader, a PDS MP and the resi- 
dents of three flats not to open any video cassette-sized 
Christmas parcels. Heise, a wire-puller behind anti- 
Antifa activities in Lower Saxony and beyond, hurriedly 
denied any contact with those raided. 


Then and now 

“Anti-Antifa” is not new. Hit lists lists have been com- 
piled since the 1950s when the Bund Deutscher Jugend 
concocted a death list of over 100 people. Later, during 
attempts in the 1970s to reestablish the NSDAP, the 
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security services reported numerous efforts to gather 
information and terror, mainly against left-wing politi- 
cal opponents and US army installations, was a focal 
point of nazi groups right into the early 1980s. 

Internal security service agents were heavily impli- 
cated in the building of terrorist networks at the time. It 
was an internal security service operative who typed out 
an NSDAP-AO death list in 1979 against left-wingers in 
West Berlin, later circulated throughout West Germany. 

Continuity between yesteryear’s anti-Antifa and 
today’s has been maintained mainly by activists of the 
GdNE all associates of the late Michael Ktihnen. It was 
they who put together the structure for the publication 
of Der Einblick in 1993 and who have inspired the pub- 
lishers of Wehrwolf. 

The signs of this latest bout of activity were visible 
seven years ago when, months before Der Einblick saw 
the light of day, leading nazis gathered at the home of 
Kurt and Ursel Miiller in Wiesbaden. Heise, Worch and 
Schweigert were present as well as a delegation from the 
Danish National Socialist Movement (DNSB), including 
Espen Christensen and Thomas Derry Nakaba, con- 





victed in 1998 for sending letter bombs on the orders of 
the British terror group, C18. At this meeting, plans were 
laid to establish the post box address of Der Einblick in 
the Danish town of Randers. 

A second meeting in September 1993 was attended by 
Homann, Wulff and Schweigert and a second post box, 
organised by Kempken in Riisselsheim, continues to be 
used by anti-Antifa activists in the Rhine-Main region. 

During the mid-1990s, international anti-Antifa 
activists met at annual marches to commemorate 
Hitler's deputy, Rudolf Hess. Today, coordination takes 
place at concerts staged by Blood and Honour which has 
a Europe-wide structure. The key German figures — 
Heise, Worch, Schweigert and Spengler — are plugged 
into the B&H network while the German-Danish nazi, 
Marcel Schilf, and his Norwegian business partner, Erik 
Bliicher, also use the B&H network to hawk their 
Kriegsberichter videos, which openly urge violence 
against “reds” and contain photographs and film of anti- 
fascists. 

A leading role is also played by C18 leader Will 
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Browning, who collaborates closely with Heise, but it is 
the Swedes who have made the running with a sustained 
and spectacular series of terror attacks last year, which 
militant German nazis are desperate to emulate. 

The contacts are there. In January, the nazi United 
Skins, whose stamping ground is the town of Kénigs 
Wusterhausen near east Berlin and whose leader, 
Carsten Szczepanski, was recently released after several 
years in prison, sent a postcard threat to a PDS politi- 
cian. Adorning the postcard was a sticker from the 
National Socialist Front (NSF) in Sweden, whose mem- 
bers coldbloodedly executed two police officers after a 
bank raid last year. The card was posted from Sweden 
where members of United Skins spent New Year with 
members of the NSE William Pierce, boss of the US 
National Alliance, is another influence. 

As role models, the Swedes are joined by Diesner who, 
after shooting a left-wing book seller and killing a police- 
man, has been elevated to “prisoner of war” status. 
Diesner and his White Aryan Resistance are heroes to 
German nazis and “white Aryan resistance” - a flag of 
convenience for those most disposed to violence and 
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Combat 18 leader 

Will Browning, left, 

in discussion with 
Christian Worch, the 
nazi behind the present 
anti-Antifa wave, during 
the Rudolf Hess 
demonstration in 
Denmark in 1995 





































































































































































































































































































A Combat 18 German link man Thorsten Heise 


terror in the hard core of B&H, the Hammerskins and 
other nazi groups — is mentioned more and more in 
propaganda material. 

White Aryan Resistance is the armed wing of the anti- 
Antifa which can be used to claim responsibility for 
deeds but the driving force behind it is the Hamburg cir- 
cle around Wulff, Worch, Torben Klebe, the nazi skin out- 
fit Hamburger Sturm and the magazine Zentralorgan, 
together with Heise. 

The turn to violence that has accompanied the NPD’s 
failure to register success for its legal and parliamentary 
strategy mirrors the past when the more militant ele- 
ments radicalised themselves and pulled in recruits 
from around the NPD. A by-product is that anti-Antifa 
and antisemitism have come to the fore in the NPD as 
well. 

German nazis have been systematically stockpiling 
weapons and explosives for several years and have used 
them, for example, to bomb the Crimes of the 
Wehrmacht exhibition in Saarbriicken and to destroy 
the grave of former Jewish community leader Heinz 
Galinski in Berlin. Readiness to use such violence signi- 
fies that the more militant elements are on their way to 
fulfilling their dream of a “brown underground”. 


The state 

One should be cautious over the security authorities’ 
response to these developments. In the 1970s and early 
1980s, terrorism from the right (and the militant left) 
was used to promote demands for “a strong state” and to 
undermine democracy. However the slogan “nazis and 
state — hand in hand” is simplistic today. 

While it is obvious that parts of the nazi scene are infil- 
trated by the security services and police, it appears that 
a sphere of operations has emerged to which the secu- 
rity services are either turning a blind eye or, more likely, 
are unable to penetrate. 

What can done in the face of this mounting threat? 
The most effective protection is to report all threats and 
attacks publicly. A key demand of anti-fascists and other 
potential victims should be that when hit lists are seized, 
those named should be warned immediately and not 
when it is too late. Bringing charges when one is on a list 
is also useful because it puts pressure on the state and 
prevents it from putting investigations on ice. 

To date, however, the justice authorities have treated 
anti-Antifa terrorists with kid gloves. Those who pro- 
duced Der Einblick, for example, were only given proba- 
tionary sentences. Whatever happens, the nazis are 
unlikely to abandon their attempts to build a terrorist 
wing and they already have clandestine structures wait- 
ing for the right moment to move into action. 

It is absurd for the BKA to suggest that acts of violence 
are “unknown”. Many victims of attacks, especially in 
small towns, are identified using anti-Antifa methods 











































































































A Thomas Wulff 


because they are left-wing, “look” left-wing, or are sim- 
ply not right-wing. In small communities, nazis do not 
need hit lists to know who does not fit their view of the 
world. Violence by right-wing youth gangs and organ- 
ised thugs has been day-to-day normality in such com- 
munities for some time. 


The politicians 

It is impossible to analyse the nazi anti-Antifa without 
examining the political assistance provided by conser- 
vative politicians. Christian Democrat hardliners in 
Berlin, Brandenburg and Thiiringen, for instance, have 
established their own form of anti-Antifa in recent 
months. 

While Brandenburg’s Interior Minister, former 
Bundeswehr General Jorg Schénbohm, lines up with the 
far-right Deutsche Volksunion to hound “left-wing 
extremists” in the few alternative youth centres in 
Brandenburg, he has been rapidly overtaken by Eckart 
Werthebach, former president of the federal internal 
security service, the Verfassungsschutz. 

Werthebach, now Interior Minister in Berlin, has 
issued an official pamphlet titled “Antifa means attack — 
Anti-fascism as a cover for violence”. Two of its authors 
are known enthusiasts of the so-called “totalitarianism 
theory”, which throws fascism and anti-fascism into the 
same pot: the Bonn academic Hans-Helmut Kniitter and 
Hartmut Roewer, a chief of the internal security service 
in Thtringen, who urges that the “good sides of national 
socialism should be talked about”. 

Turning perpetrators into victims, Werthebach argues 
that “the increasing tally of attacks on the members and 
property of the right-extremist spectrum has led to con- 
sideration of how these structures can effectively be pro- 
tected”. These words stand alongside the incredible 
statement that “current planning of intentional acts of 
violence by the neo-nazi scene are not discernible”. 

Where exactly the bomb attack on Galinski’s grave, the 
desecration of the Jewish cemetery in Weissensee, the 
attack on the workshop of a non-Jewish stone mason 
who helped to repair the shattered grave stones, the 
shooting and murder by Diesner and the planned pipe- 
bomb attack on an anti-fascist in Berlin fit into this 
“schema” is not known. 

Werthebach and his mainstream right-wing friends, 
with their attempts to witch-hunt and marginalise anti- 
fascists and alienate them from potential allies, facilitate 
heightened activity by the extreme right, including racist 
murder, antisemitic bomb attacks and hatred against 
refugees and migrants. That is obvious when one 
observes the increasing frequency with which police 
batons and water cannons are turned upon anti-fascists 
while nazis are given comparative freedom of the streets. 

Reprinted, slightly abridged, 
from Antifa Infoblatt No 50 
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Antisemitic text 
sold in London 
bookshop 


by Steve Silver 


A MUSLIM bookshop near the Regents Park mosque has been selling 
Henry Ford’s notoriously antisemitic text, The International Jew, for 
several months. The book, which bears the imprint of the Global 
Printing and Publishing Company in South Africa, also contains a 
version of the tsarist forgery, The Protocols of The Elders of Zion. 

This is not the first time that Al Noor has peddled this type of 
material. In 1996 it hawked copies of Masonry - That Unknown 
World: a study of the organisation's secrets of world Jewry, published in 
Beirut. And Al Noor is not the only Muslim bookshop in Britain that 
sells antisemitic material. Searchlight has received reports of book- 
shops selling similar publications in Manchester and Glasgow 
recently. 

Henry Ford, the founder of the Ford Motor Company, published a 
series of antisemitic diatribes in a newspaper that he owned, the 
Michigan-based Dearborn Independent, in the 1920s. He was also a 
supporter of the Nazi regime. This 1997 reprint of The International 
Jew is an abridged version of the original, which has been published 
by antisemitic groups across the world and is currently in distribu- 
tion in many countries. A version is also available on the Internet at 
the Islamzine website alongside The Protocols of the Elders of Zion 
and Jewish Ritual Murder, by the most extreme of the early British 
fascists, Arnold Leese. 

The International Jew is a variation on the myth of a world Jewish 
conspiracy, so sits nicely alongside The Protocols: 

“This International type of Jew, this grasper after world-control, 
this actual possessor and wielder of world-control is a very unfortu- 
nate connection for his race to have. And the significance of this is 
that this type does not grow anywhere else than on a Jewish stem. 
There is no other racial or national type which puts forth this kind of 
person.” 

The Protocols is a notorious forgery published at the end of the 
nineteenth century by the reactionary tsarist presses. Purporting to 
be the minutes of a meeting of the secret leadership of world Jewry, it 
alleges that it is a true record of the Jews’ plans to control the world 
through communism, capitalism and the world’s media. The book 
was exposed as a forgery but antisemitic groups kept it in distribu- 
tion, and it was a key text among Germany’s Nazis. At one point it 
was second only to the Bible in its circulation — its ideas served as the 
main “justification” for the attempted extermination of Europe's Jews. 

Ironically the back cover of the book declares: “... today this book 
is almost impossible to find. You will not be able to buy it in your 
local bookstore ...” Global Books was 


jittery when an inquirer F THE INTERNATIONAL 





asked about the book and 
denied publishing it. 

As Searchlight went to 
press, The International Jew 
is no longer on display in 
the Al Noor bookshop; one 


inquirer was told that the 
shop will not be getting any 
more copies, although 
another was simply told it 
was out of stock. 
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Academic speaks at racist rally 






































by Nick Lowles 





after an academic in its Russian and Slavonic 

Studies department addressed a racist conference 
in the United States despite giving assurances that he 
was not going. Frank Ellis, whose intention to attend the 
conference was revealed by Searchlight in March, 
opened the American Renaissance conference and was 
greeted as a hero for his defiance by the rightwingers in 
the audience. 

Both Leeds University and the Students’ Union were 
dismayed to hear that Ellis had attended the conference 
against the wishes of the vast majority of the students, 
and were in consultation over possible disciplinary 
action. 

The British academic, who had defied what he 
described as the politically correct lobby masterminded 
by “Marxists-Fascists” to attend the conference, deliv- 
ered a forthright condemnation of race relations in 
Britain. To the obvious delight of the audience, which 
included nazis, antisemites and racists, Ellis claimed 
that allegations of police racism were absurd. 

The hysteria whipped up in Britain around the issue of 
race, he claimed, had more in common with the former 
Soviet Union, as were attempts to prevent him from 
attending the conference. He derided Leeds University 
as being in the grasp of the “politically correct lobby”, 
berating their attempts to look over his intended speech 
before he travelled. More references to Soviet commu- 
nist oppression followed. He declared it was obscene for 
an academic to be prevented from attending an “aca- 
demic conference’. 

Ellis was addressing the fourth biannual conference of 
American Renaissance, named after a bimonthly maga- 
zine of the same name. American Renaissance was 
founded in 1990 as a small circulation monthly newslet- 
ter whose basic premise is that black people are inca- 
pable of becoming good US citizens. Every edition is 
packed with grim news and statistics about crime, 
unemployment, welfare, etc. The cause of these prob- 
lems is never racism but always black people's misbe- 
haviour. 

“It is the intellectual centre for constructing an 
American white nationalism stripped of conspiracy the- 
ories and paramilitary infantilism,” says Leonard 
Zeskind. “The white nationalist movement has emerged 
in the critical space between the conservative move- 
ment and the Aryan Nations types, and that didn't exist 
10 years ago. Their immediate goal is not to win the bat- 
tle of ideas but to bring their ideas into the battle.” 

An audience of 200 attended the conference, held at 
the three-star Sheraton Hotel, only six of whom were 
women. Not that this imbalance seemed to bother many 
of those present. One organiser remarked to a journalist 
that women should not have the right to vote. 

Addressing the conference with Ellis was an array of 
right-wing extremists and pseudo-academics who con- 
tend that black people are genetically inferior to whites. 
Despite Ellis’s insistence that the gathering was an aca- 
demic conference, the event was nothing more than a 
political rally. Speaker after speaker attacked multicul- 
tural America and discussed strategies for the survival of 
the “white man”. 

“This is our culture, this is our nation and it belongs to 
us and no one else,” said Jared Taylor, the conference 
organiser and a man to whose political beliefs Ellis has 
repeatedly compared his own. 

“Our people are going to be extinct if we don’t stand 


Picea IS growing on Leeds University to act 


up on our hind legs and do something,” said Gordon 
Baum, leader of the Council of Conservative Citizens, a 
group which itself has been revealed as harbouring 
hardline racists and nazis. Sam Francis, the editor of the 
Council's journal, Citizen's Informer, called for a move- 
ment that “rejects equality as an ideal and insists on an 
enduring core of human nature transmitted by hered- 
ity”. 
Closing the event was Sam Dickson, a speaker at 
Holocaust revisionist conferences and friend of John 
Tyndall, former chief of the British National Party. He 
berated “multiculturalism and race-mixing” and 
claimed that “all men are not created equal”. 

Other speakers included Bruno Gollnisch, deputy 
leader of the Front National, the French fascist party led 
by Jean-Marie Le Pen, and race scientists Richard Lynn 
and Philippe Rushton. Lynn gave a gloomy view of the 
prospects for white civilisation: “I think the immigration 
of Third World people in the West is unstoppable, as long 
as we retain democratic structures”. 

If the speakers were extreme, some in the audience 
were beyond the pale. Among them was a contingent 
from the National Alliance, the US nazi group led by 
William Pierce, author of The Turner Diaries. Steven 
Barry, a former special forces soldier who edits Resister 
for the Alliance, was so impressed with Ellis that he 
spent much of the conference reception on the Friday 
night deep in conversation with him. 

A surprising guest at the event was the former Ku Klux 
Klan leader David Duke. Duke had tried to attend an ear- 
lier American Renaissance conference but was refused 
entry. This time there was no such bother, and Duke duly 
spent the weekend networking. 

Despite American Renaissance’s protestations of 
respectability, the British nazi Mark Cotterill was 
another given free rein at the event. Cotterill, who 
attended with a number of other American BNP 
activists, even had a literature stall selling BNP mer- 
chandise. 

Few outside Ellis’s immediate circle and the confer- 
ence organisers knew Ellis was going to turn up. Only the 
day before the conference began, he had told the 
Yorkshire Post of his decision not to attend after the uni- 
versity withdrew permission for academic leave. “It’s a 
sorry state of affairs, the conference starts today and I 
have missed all the social side and the papers, the inter- 
esting stuff.” 

But he must have already had his bags packed. 
Catching a flight after work, he arrived at the conference 
in time for the Friday night reception. By 9am on the 
Monday morning, he was back at work giving a lecture. 

Both Leeds University and the Student’s Union were 
unaware of his presence at the conference. “The last 
thing we knew was that he was not going,” said a 
spokesperson for the university. (more comments to 
come) 

Regardless of what the university decide to do over his 
speech to this racist rally, the authorities might wish to 
assess Ellis’s teaching abilities. The Leeds academic 
showed a distinct lack of understanding of political the- 
ory, when he claimed to one reporter that Searchlight 
was a “Marxist-Fascist” organisation. Quite how he got 
himself appointed as a lecturer with that sort of grasp of 
politics is unclear. What is obvious is that with greater 
political awareness Ellis might have realised the true 
nature of those around American Renaissance and saved 
himself from any impending action. 
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Community activists were able to question three of the 
candidates for Mayor of London about their plans to combat 
racism in the capital. Susan Kramer (Lib Dem), Ken 
Livingstone (Independent) and Frank Dobson (Labour), 
speaking at Searchlight Educational Trust’s Communities 
Combating Hate seminar in east London in March, agreed 
that the Mayor would need to tackle the disproportionate 
unemployment figures for black and Asian communities, hate 
crime and poverty. 


Mr Dobson focused on training and business: gearing 
training programmes, services and jobs towards young black 
and Asian people and encouraging black and Asian 
businesses to establish and thrive. “My task force on black 
and Asian unemployment, comprising some of the most able 
and accomplished members of London’s African, Afro- 
Caribbean and Asian communities, will report in the first year 
on how to best achieve this strategy.” Asked about 
eliminating police racism, he replied: “I will recruit more 
black and Asian officers, ensure a named neighbourhood 
officer and | will make the force more relevant to London”. 


Ms Kramer, also courting the commercial vote and taking a 
top-down approach to tackling police racism, declared: “I 
want to see senior members of the business community 
seconded into senior, consultative roles with the 
Metropolitan Police for up to two years at a time. This will 
help remove the canteen culture of racism in the Met at the 
most senior level. They will also act as role models for junior 
police officers from ethnic minorities.” She also advocated 
more police powers in the form of a “community safety” 
constabulary drawn from willing people in the public sector 
such as park wardens. 


Though invited, Stephen Norris, the Conservative candidate, 
failed to attend, but his candidate statement emphasises: 
“On policing, | want to see one word, respect, as the 
watchword of how London is policed. | am prepared to 
support stop and search as a legitimate and potentially 
valuable weapon in their fight against crime.” 





Pay claim exposes 
apartheid spy 


SOUTH AFRICAN journalist Cliff Saunders has been 
“outed” as a spy after demanding money from the South 
African government reports Nick Lowles. An anchorman 
for the South African Broadcasting Corporation, he has 
written to Intelligence Minister Joe Nhlanhla demand- 
ing 50,000 rand in unpaid wages otherwise he would 
face legal action. 

According to the City Press and Rapport, Saunders 
spied for the former apartheid regime but switched alle- 
giance to the new government in 1994. He claims to 
have recruited another journalist to spy on members of 
the opposition Inkatha Freedom Party in 1995. 

None of this is any surprise to Searchlight, which, in 
September 1996, wrote: “Cliff Saunders is far more than 
a television journalist. Although he spent several years 
in London as South African Broadcasting’s London cor- 
respondent, this was merely a convenient cover. 
Saunders, now in his late forties, is a senior officer of 
South African Military Intelligence, the DMI, and during 
the 1980s was responsible for organising much of the 
infiltration and destabilisation of the ANC and its sup- 
porters.” 

Saunders had been a key organiser of the regime's 
dirty tricks campaign against the anti-apartheid move- 
ment in Britain, Belgium, The Netherlands and Sweden. 
One intelligence operation was the infiltration of the 
African National Congress (ANC) in London. According 
to Michael Opperakalski, editor of the German research 
magazine, Top Secret, one of Saunders’s agents was ANC 
London chief Solly Smith. 

During the period that Saunders was running Smith, 
the DMI concocted a plan to assassinate the ANC lead- 
ers-in-exile during a secret meeting in a London hotel. 
Those attending the meeting included Oliver Tambo, 
Thabo Mbeki and Joe Slovo. Mbeki is now the South 
African President. 

Saunders came to Searchlight’s attention in 1995, 
when he claimed to be making a documentary on the 
European far right. Searchlight kept well clear of his per- 
sistent requests for a meeting, believing that his attempt 
to make contact was no coincidence, as Searchlight was 
then researching a right-wing plot to send mercenaries 
to South Africa. Searchlight’s exposé, published in three 
parts in 1996, revealed that the elite nazi League of St 
George in Kent was assisting mercenaries to travel to 
South Africa. They were just some of dozens of merce- 
naries hired by South African right-wingers opposed to 
the end of apartheid. However, the quality of the merce- 
naries was poor, and the planned attempts to under- 
mine the changeover failed. 

Searchlight also revealed the presence in Britain of 
Arthur Kemp, another South African racist with alleged 
links to Military Intelligence. Kemp had been a close 
political ally of Clive Derby-Lewis, the former vice-pres- 
ident of the South African Conservative Party, who was 
convicted for the murder of Chris Hani, the former 
Military Commander of the ANC. 

When confronted with the allegations, Saunders 
remained tight-lipped. “I cannot say if it is true ... Itisa 
strange situation. It is ano-comment situation.” 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ERNIE GRANT was nobody's creature and, 

although in latter years he made a kind of peace 

with new Labour, he remained a lightning rod for 
pressures which cannot easily be confined within the 
comfortable conventions of British politics. 

An adroit operator in the unsavoury world of Labour 
Party infighting, he was prepared to do what was neces- 
sary to win the Tottenham nomination. But his perform- 
ance as an MP was a model of consensus building. By 
assiduous constituency work and careful attention to the 
real problems of Tottenham's working people he rebuilt a 
new basis of trust and respect. 

Bernie Grant came to Britain from Guyana in 1963. He 
studied at Heriot Watt University, and like many immi- 
grants found work on the railways and as a telephonist. 
His rebellious spirit could not be contained within the 
dogmatic structures of British Trotskyism, where he ini- 
tially found himself, but he swiftly moved on to gain a 
reputation as an effective shop floor trade union activist. 

He became a full-time officer of the National Union of 
Public Employees, which, in the seventies, had embarked 
on an active recruitment and organising campaign 
among low-paid public service workers. The fight against 
racism and fascism was becoming increasingly impor- 
tant, but while it was relatively easy to win formal sup- 
port, British trade unionism remained resistant to the 
need to examine their own methods. Bernie Grant played 
an important part in changing these practices and in 
making sure that in routine negotiations and tribunal 
cases the racist underpinning of much exploitation and 
oppression was brought out. 

Bernie Grant distressed many of his friends when he 
backed entry into Britain of the antisemitic US black 
nationalist Louis Farrakhan. In doing so he gave clear 
expression to a trend in opinion which usually remains 
subterranean. While he remained unyielding on the 
point he made it clear that antisemitism had no place in 
his own outlook. 

He became leader of Haringey Council in North 
London during a period when Labour politicians 
throughout Britain seemed willing to put themselves at 
the head of mass campaigns to protect local government 
expenditure from rate capping by the Thatcher govern- 
ment. But within months it was issues of race and polic- 
ing — brought to a crisis point by the fighting at 
Broadwater Farm estate - which propelled him to 
national prominence. 

A long summer of inept policing in 1985 had left 
Tottenham's black community more than usually alien- 
ated. A popular and well known black woman died dur- 
ing a police raid on her home following a stop and search 
on a black motorist, her son. Police response to the 
inevitable protests was to lay siege to the Broadwater 
Farm estate, which they saw as a symbolic location of 
popular resistance. In the fighting which followed the 
blockade a police officer was killed. 

Bernie Grant’s frank and honest description of the 
fighting — that the police got “a bloody good hiding” — was 
inevitably torn out of context as the media and politi- 
cians of all hues scrambled to condemn him. 

In the ensuing weeks and months he was tested as few 
British political leaders are. I never saw him lose his head 
once in that period and, while he did not always take my 

















































































































































































































































































































advice, his actions were always grounded in reason and 
in an awareness that beyond the din of media condem- 
nation a more critical audience was carefully watching 
him for any sign of weakness or surrender. 

In becoming the tribune of Britain’s black community, 
and particularly its youth, Bernie Grant set himself on a 
hard road. 

He was a physically brave man. The threats against him 
were real. But beyond physical courage he was politically 
courageous and skilful. He faced down a group of coun- 
cil manual workers who had allowed themselves to be 
diverted by racists. He kept control of the local authority 
bureaucracy and the Labour group. He ensured that the 
focus remained on London's policing and on the real 
issues of race and policing which sparked the fighting. 

He retained the loyalty of his core constituency and 
won new support from young people in particular who 
trusted few politicians. Beyond this he kept a firm strate- 
gic grasp and began to win new allies and increasing 
respect. His death robs British politics of an original and 
genuinely creative politician. And one who defied easy 
categorisation. 


Nick Wright was head of Haringey Council's Police 
Research Unit during Bernie Grant's leadership. 
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RIVONIA’S 
CHILDREN 


Three Families and the 
Price of Freedom in South Africa 





Freedom’s price 
Review by Steve Silver 


RIVONIA'S CHILDREN is an incredibly moving account 
of the role played by a handful of white activists, most 
of whom were Jewish and Communist Party members, 
in the struggle against apartheid in South Africa in the 
1960s. The book focuses on the underground activities 
of Ruth First and Joe Slovo, Rusty and Hilda Bernstein, 
and Harold and AnnMarie Wolpe, and the impact their 
activities had on their families. 

While promotional material for Rivonia’s Children 
makes much of the human interest angle, the power of 
the book lies in the way it reveals how state repression 
unfolded as apartheid’s grip strengthened and how its 
opponents were driven underground and forced to 
make harsh choices. 

Glenn Frankel, a Pulitzer prize winner and 
Washington Post correspondent in South Africa in the 
mid 1980s, draws heavily on interviews with some of 
the main anti-apartheid activists in addition to other 
sources. Sewing together the various threads, Frankel 
tells the story well, showing the human face of people 
who were demonised by the apartheid regime. One 
frustrating point is that in the early part of the book, 
Frankel emphasises repetitively that he has no 
sympathy with communism, with no other apparent 
purpose than to appeal to a US readership. 

Decades of passive resistance to racial segregation 
by the African National Congress (ANC), similar to the 
approach of Mahatma Gandhi and the Indian 
National Congress, eventually changed, amid much 
discussion, in the wake of the National Party election 
victory of 1948. The subsequent institutionalisation of 
apartheid and the outlawing and repression of most 
forms of opposition meant that the ANC was.left with 
little realistic choice than to support an armed 


struggle against the South African government. 

One of the striking features of the struggle against 
apartheid is that many of the people who played crucial 
roles in the liberation movement are not well known. 
This book is largely their story, though of course the 
reader is introduced to better known players such as 
Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu and Govan Mbeki (the 
father of Thabo Mbeki, South Africa’s President). 

The central event in the book, which is also one of 
the most significant events in South African history, is 
the police raid in 1963 on a small farm in Rivonia called 
Lilliesleaf, on the outskirts of Johannesburg. The raid 
was a major blow to the fledgling armed struggle as 
some of the most senior figures of the ANC, 
Communist Party and the National High Command of 
their military wing, Umkhonto We Sizwe (Spear of the 
Nation, known as MK) were captured, along with 
incriminating documents. 

The subsequent Rivonia trial received worldwide 
coverage. Those on trial were fighting for their very lives 
as the maximum penalty for high treason and sabotage 
was death. The account of the imprisonment of the 
Rivonia defendants, the conduct of their defence and 
the effect that their imprisonment and unknown fate 
had on those around them is heart-rending. 

All four of the white defendants, Rusty Bernstein, 
Denis Goldberg, Bob Hepple and Jimmy Kantor, were 
Jewish. Other Jews had already fled the country and 
become involved in reorganising the armed struggle 
from abroad, often based in England. However, one of 
the ironies of the trial was that the prosecutor, Percy 
Yutar, was also Jewish. He insisted to Frankel in a recent 
interview that he saved the defendants’ lives, because 
those who were found guilty were sentenced to life 
imprisonment, not execution. Frankel makes it clear 
that he does not accept Yutar’s view and portrays him 
as out to make as much as he could from a close 
relationship with the non-Jewish white leadership of 
South Africa. 

For me personally the most moving part of the book 
is the story of Bram Fischer, the Afrikaner General 
Secretary of the South African Communist Party, who 
was not alone in reluctantly accepting that armed 
struggle was the only course left open to the liberation 
movement. Coming from a well-known Afrikaner 
family, and with a brilliant lawyer's mind, he was seen 
as a tragic figure by many of apartheid’s protagonists 
and even liberals such as Helen Suzman. Fischer could 
have had every privilege that white South Africa could 
have bestowed if he had wanted, but he chose to fight 
apartheid. When many of his comrades went abroad he 
stayed in South Africa, going underground for some 
time. He was eventually caught and imprisoned. After 
contracting cancer he was cruelly neglected by the 
prison authorities and died in May 1975. 

The key people in the book suffered varying fates. 
Slovo went into exile in 1963 and from England and 
elsewhere organised operations for Umkhonto We 
Sizwe. He became Minister for Housing in Nelson 
Mandela's government of national unity in 1994 but 
died the following year. Ruth First, Slovo's wife, went to 
London after two spells in prison and later moved to 
Maputo in Mozambique, where she was killed by a 
letter bomb sent by the South African security services 
in 1982. Rusty Bernstein was released on bail and fled 
to Britain with Hilda, where they still live. Harold and 
AnnMarie Wolpe also came to Britain but returned to 
South Africa after Mandela's release in 1990. (Harold 
died in 1996). 

Rivonia’s Children will make a worthy addition to any 
anti-fascist bookshelf. 


Rivonia’s Children 

Three Families and the Price of Freedom in South Africa 
by Glenn Frankel. 

Weidenfeld & Nicholson, £20.00 
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Midlands race attack 


AN ATTACK on 21 March on Chris Cotter, the long-time partner of 
black athlete Ashia Hansen, may be part of a campaign of organised 
violence in the West Midlands. 

Ms Hansen thinks she might have been followed from her training 
sessions by her partner’s attackers and he has received threats on his 
mobile phone. The day after the assault she received a letter signed 
WANO, which people have speculated stands for White Aryan Nazi 
Organisation. In words cut from magazines and newspapers, it ordered 
her to end her relationship and get out or they would try again. “You 
were lucky last night. We won't make the same mistake again,” it stated. 

The attack was accompanied by racist threats. The gang, of up to five, 
ordered Cotter to let them into Hansen’s flat. When he refused, one man 
tried to scalp him, leaving him needing stitches to his forehead. He was 
also stabbed three times in his back. Mr Cotter thinks his attacker, who 
was wearing a woollen hat pulled down to his eyes, had a “north 
London accent”. 

Last November Ms Hansen called Cotter in the middle of the night 
saying that a white van parked outside was flashing its lights at her flat. 
The van left when he drove over and approached it. 

Ms Hansen lives in the Erdington area of Birmingham, from where 
Searchlight received British Movement hate mail in 1993. A few years 
ago Cathy Murphy and Adrian Blundell ran the Aryan Resistance 
Movement in the region. A local anti-fascist school was stalked, a car 
was driven at her and she was assaulted and almost strangled on her 
doorstep. The ARM's activities ceased after Searchlight exposed 
Murphy’s job at the DSS in Coventry and Blundell’s at the Royal Mail. 

Organised racism has existed in the West Midlands since the 1930s. 
In the late 1950s a shadowy character known as “The Rook” was 
responsible for a number of incidents. 

In the 1960s local supporters of Colin Jordan's National Socialist 
Movement formed a local Ku Klux Klan group and were convicted on 
charges arising out of its activities. In the 1970s Robert and Sadie Relf 
achieved national notoriety when they advertised their house in 
Leamington Spa for sale to whites only. 

A Conservative councillor, Charles Collett, openly shared platforms 
with nazis and racists and Peter Griffiths was elected as MP for 
Smethwick on a racist platform. 

In January 1981 seven men were jailed for a plot to equip the far right 
with sophisticated weapons and thousands of rounds of ammunition. 
After their release, Harvey Stock, Rod Roberts and Robert Giles 
returned to nazi activity and Reginald Cox found work with Defence 
Begins at Home, a Whitehall-sponsored defence force. He was arrested 
again for gun dealing and got another light sentence. 

The worst case concerned Richard Barnes, a National Front sup- 
porter who kidnapped and murdered a woman. With her body in the 
boot, he crashed his car into a left-wing book shop setting it ablaze. He 
received a life sentence in 1981. 


Chinese Community Delegation 


A DELEGATION from London's Chinese community met the Director 
of the Metropolitan Police Race and Violent Crimes Task Force, Deputy 
Assistant Commissioner John Grieve, and his deputy, Jeff Braithwaite, 
on 11 April to discuss harassment directed at Chinese communities, 
reports Carly Seabright. 

The Metropolitan Police Service has agreed to review the cases of 
harassment that were presented at the meeting to determine whether 
they are being processed properly. It will appoint an officer with spe- 
cific duties to develop policies and procedures to monitor the service's 
own records on racially driven attacks and it will act with new aware- 
ness about racial harassment when enforcing community safety in 
Chinese communities. 

According to Jabez Lam, the Chinese community considers it too 
early to say if the meeting was successful. “This depends on the ability 
of the Metropolitan Police Service to carry out the sympathy that they 
displayed and the promises that they made,” says Lam. 


Recriminations fly in 
Blood and Honour 


THE NAZI music scene has been thrown into turmoil 
after Searchlight’s revelations from inside a Blood and 
Honour leadership meeting last month. The phones 
lines were red hot as its leaders realised that they had a 
leak at the very top of their organisation. 

After months of boasting that Searchlight had no 
sources within the scene, last month's revelations 
showed the opposite to be the case. Accusations, suspi- 
cions and recriminations are now the order of the day. 

Some have pointed the finger at Del O’Connor, the 
former number two in Combat 18. But he was not at the 
meeting and the suggestion has more to do with 
Stigger’s long-running dislike of him. Stigger remains 
hurt at the way O’Connor treated him during the split 
between C18 and B&H in 1998. 

Quite why O’Connor should be mystified by Stigger’s 
reaction is unclear. It was only 18 months ago that he 
threatened to stab Stigger after C18 and B&H organised 
Ian Stuart memorial gigs on the same night. 

Other people under suspicion include Graham 
Thompson, lead singer of Avalon, and Barnaby Ore, the 
BNP geek from east London. Thompson vowed not to 
play for B&H again after he was given a slap by British 
Movement hardman Micky Lane, also known as Mr 
Potato Head, at a concert last year. He has since gone 
back on his word and returned to the fold. 

Ore's presence at the meeting caused some disquiet 
among his fellow meatheads. The recent attack on skin- 
heads by the BNP leader Nick Griffin left some people 
uneasy about Ore's presence, as did his suggestion of 
producing a Black Metal magazine. B&H finally gave 
him the go-ahead, though on the proviso that B&H had 
no public association with it. 

It seems that the article and ensuing controversy have 
exasperated existing conflicts within B&H. Stigger and 


’ Chris Hipkin are both saying that Ken McKellan, who 


has brought O’Connor to various B&H events recently, 
must learn to abide by B&H leadership decisions or find 
himself booted out. 

In addition, Hipkin’s verbal outburst over McKellan’s 
marital situation, which resulted in a near punch-up at 
a recent gig, was only stating “what everyone else 
thought”. 

Meanwhile, Celtic Warrior singer Billy Bartlett is 
incensed on being told by B&H what CDs he can and 
cannot sell at concerts. This follows a decision at the 
B&H meeting that nothing produced by ISD Records, 
the C18 label, can be sold at gigs. 

Trouble is brewing on another front. Gary Smith, gui- 
tarist for Legion of St George, is now denying that he 
blamed C18 leader Will Browning for a death threat 
issued to his young daughter. After being confronted by 
C18 activists, Smith is claiming no knowledge of this 
rumour. 

To help his memory, Searchlight can quote Smith at 
the B&H meeting itself. Referring to the alleged C18 
threat, Smith declared: “If they want to have some bol- 
locks let them come down. All of them.” 

He claimed he had received a few threatening phone 
calls, including one taken by his daughter in which the 
caller said: “Tell your dad we're going to slit his throat”. 

At this point Simon Dutton interrupted Smith and 
told the meeting: “It was Will.” a reference to Browning. 

Only a few weeks earlier, Smith had boasted to people 
attending his wedding party in Heanor that he could 
take Browning any time. 

As Searchlight goes to press, Blood and Honour is 
preparing for its St George’s Day concert. A full report of 
this gig will appear in next month’s magazine. 
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ice commemorating the liberation of the concen- 

tration camps at Sachsenhausen and Ravensbriick. 
I had visited the extermination camps in Poland but it 
had been an ambition of mine for some time to pay my 
respects to the victims of Nazism at some of the camps 
in the heart of Germany. While my Searchlight col- 
leagues discussed how to combat the influence of nazi 
music today at a conference in Berlin, it was important 
to me to renew my commitment to anti-fascism by visit- 
ing the camps. 

I embarked on my journey early in the morning. I was 
strongly advised by our Berlin friends not to travel on 
public transport as nazi skinheads would probably 
attack me because of my appearance. So I travelled by 
taxi to the Sachsenhausen camp where survivors were 
already gathering. Sachsenhausen had housed political 
prisoners from the earliest days of the Nazi regime, 
where they were made to stand in freezing conditions 
for hours, even days, as part of a so-called “roll call”. 

On my arrival I got a glimpse of the deep seated racism 
that exists among the German police. There were half a 
dozen or so police vans in the area for security reasons, 
their doors wide open. To my amazement and disap- 
pointment a group of them burst into uncontrollable 
laughter when they saw me, an orthodox Sikh, sporting 
a turban. My taxi driver was horrified at my reception 
and told me that they were fascist police officers, which 
confirmed my suspicions. This is not the first time I have 
been subjected to such abuse in the former Soviet Bloc 
and I decided that this time I was not going to let it pass. 

I took out my camera, walked up to the officers con- 
cerned and pressed the button. Horrified that I had cap- 
tured them on camera, they demanded that I stop pho- 
tographing them. I replied that I would stop taking pic- 
tures when they stopped laughing. They stopped laugh- 
ing. 

I now felt that having confronted open racism I could 
walk into the camp and pay my respects as I intended. 
Survivors were listening to speeches by one of their lead- 
ers, many wearing their original camp uniforms. After 
the speeches were over we all went to visit the cremato- 


F AST MONTH saw the 55th annual memorial serv- 
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ria and lay wreathes. It was an emotional experience for 
many survivors, who wept in silence. 

I sympathetically approached survivors and intro- 
duced myself. I was astounded when a Polish camp sur- 
vivor addressed me in Hindi. I was so taken aback that I 
was lost for words and replied in English. He said, in 
Hindi, “no no, it’s better if we speak in Hindi”. We talked 
briefly and I then talked to other survivors about the sig- 
nificance of remembrance. I visited the Jewish barrack 
that serves as a museum, which modern-day nazis had 
burnt out a few years ago. It showed that even after the 
end of the Nazi regime such hatred has not gone away. 

Forty-five minutes away lies Ravensbriick, the notori- 
ous women’s camp. Once again I had an opportunity to 
meet survivors, who never fail to move me. I personally 
believe that we all have a moral duty to let them know 
that we will never forget their suffering. When I 
expressed an interest in taking photographs, they were 
delighted to share their moment of remembrance and 
reflection with me 

As I made my way back to the international anti-fas- 
cist conference in the heart of Berlin, once the centre of 
Nazi rule, I felt that I had made a link between the past 
and the present. 
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Hungary Extremi 


HUNDREDS OF supporters of the far-right Hungarian 
Justice and Life Party (MIEP) rallied in Budapest on 15 
March, a national holiday commemorating the failed 
national revolution of 1848 reports David Kun in 
Budapest. 

MIEP strongly supports Austria’s Freedom Party, and 
held a demonstration in solidarity with Jorg Haider out- 
side the Austrian embassy in Budapest in February. The 
March rally was addressed by party leader Istvan Csurka, 
an acclaimed poet and playwright who has been repeat- 
edly accused of antisemitism, although he denies the 
charge. 

Csurka told his audience that the media misappropri- 
ate what he described as “Hungarian values” and 
claimed that the European Union wants Hungary to be a 
buffer zone against the former Soviet Union. 

Concern is growing in Hungary and Western capitals 
over MEP’s influence. The party has 14 MPs and there is 
increasing cooperation, both inside and outside 
Parliament, between MIEP and the ruling centre-right 
coalition. 

MIEP’s influence is also growing in the broadcast 
media. Several of its supporters have been given key 
positions in state television. Earlier this year, the 
National Radio and Television Board refused to grant a 
radio frequency to a joint consortium of the BBC, 
Deutsche Welle and Radio France International. 
However a radio station partly owned by a MIEP 
Budapest city councillor was granted a frequency. 

Csurka has also claimed that the recent pollution of 
the Tisza river was caused by a company owned by 
Rothschild bank, which many saw as a modern version 
of the ancient slander of Jews poisoning wells. 


Sweden Killing verdict 


THE THREE neo-nazis, Hampus Hellekant, Bjérn 
Lindberg-Hemlund and Jimmy Niklasson, charged with 
murdering the Swedish trade unionist Bjérn Séderberg 
last October, have been convicted of being accessories 
to murder. The verdict was a disappointment to relatives 
of Séderberg and _anti-fascists, who had hoped for a 
murder conviction. 

The murder charges were thrown out because it could 
not be established which two of the three fired the shots 
that left Soderberg dead on the floor of his apartment 
block. Evidence was circumstantial and the prosecution 
case left much to be desired. 

That all of them were accessories to murder could be 
established from witness testimony, technical evidence 
and their own stories. Hellekant and Lindbergwere sen- 
tenced to six years in prison while Niklasson got away 
with four and half years. 


Australia Offering on Hanson 


AUSTRALIA'S FAR-RIGHT leader Pauline Hanson has 
been ordered to repay over half a million dollars 
(£190,000) she received in electoral funding in 1998 after 
a court ruling that her One Nation Party was registered 
fraudulently with the electoral commission. 

Despite getting 11 MPs elected in the state of 
Queensland, the court ruled that One Nation was not a 
political party and had inflated its membership figures 
by including names of supporters. The court's decision is 
a huge blow to Hanson, who had already lost her job as 
an MP in the federal Parliament after her preferences on 
the “how to vote” card in the last election saw her beaten 
in the run-off to retain her seat. 

Hanson is claiming that the money was split among 
the successful candidates to cover the costs of their cam- 
paigns, though most are disputing this and pointing the 
finger at Hanson's other leaders in the party. To add 
insult to the injury, all 11 MP’s are no longer aligned to 
Hanson in the Queensland Parliament, indeed, five are 
now members of the rival City Council Alliance, which 
was set up in light of previous allegations of financial 
mismanagement against Hanson's fellow leaders. 

A police raid just after Christmas on the party head- 
quarters (see Searchlight/ February 2000) was an indica- 
tion to all of the impending doom for “Our Police”. The 
party’s business brains had quit the party only days 
before the raid, leaving the somewhat simple and con- 
fused Hanson as the sole guarantor of the remaining 
funds. Hanson's daughter is offering to sell raffle tickets 
in the hope that her mother does not end up back in the 
fish and chip shop where her career started in earnest 
back in 1996. 


Austria Headhunter wins order 


JOACHIM KAPPEL, chairman of the Austrian head- 
hunter firm Egon Zehnder International, has won two 
major contracts from Karl-Heinz Grasser, the Freedom 
Party Finance Minister, to look for board members for a 
big state-owned company and a general manager for 
Austrian Telekom. Kappel has close links with Jérg 
Haider's senior adviser, Andreas Mdlzer, and owns 10% 
of the company W3, which owns the far-right weekly Zur 
Zeit. The paper is currently the subject of complaints to 
prosecutors in Vienna following articles referring to “the 
world domination of the Jews”, describing Hitler’s 
deputy, Rudolf Hess, as “a courageous idealist” and 
denying that Zyklon B was used in the Nazi extermina- 
tion camps. Kappel told a Vienna magazine that his 
shares in Zur Zeit were his “private business”. 


France Anti-fz 


ACTIVISTS OF the Francs-Tireurs Partisans (FTP) are 
being held in prison in Marseille charged with attacking 
property belonging to the Front National. One of the 
accused was released on 25 February on bail of £5,000. 

However, the charges have not been dropped and 
French anti-fascists are concerned that those still in 
prison will be forgotten. 

Benefit concerts have taken place in Dijon, Paris and 
Amiens to fund the defence campaign. Other activities 
have included a big petition in Marseille calling for their 
release, press conferences, publication by the Solidarité 
Résistance Antifa of a four-page broadsheet detailing 
where the EN is established in the south of France and 
containing a letter from one of the prisoners, and a sig- 
nature-gathering campaign for the release of all those 
jailed, organised by the support committee in Paris. 
Further information is available from the Solidarité 
Résistance Antifa, 21 ter rue Voltaire, 75011 Paris, 

France. 





Correction In the last issue on page 27 we incorrectly 
spelt the name of Professor Ruth Wodak 
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Thirinovsky and 
her husband 
cast their vote 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































USSIA 


Putin mops up nationalist votes 


Ry 
ie 






Réflex in 


VLADIMIR ZHIRINOVSKY, the ultra nationalist leader, 
has been implicated in a tale of journalistic corruption 
in which a member of his Liberal Democratic Party, the 
LDPR, offered a television reporter $1,000 (£630) to 
produce a favourable report on him. The Murmansk 
correspondent of Russia’s biggest television chain, 
ORT, agreed to meet the LDPR member and, with the 
assistance of the police, secretly filmed the entire event 
before broadcasting it at peak viewing time. Since then, 
the reporter has been threatened and is living under 
police protection. 

The scandal followed Zhirinovsky’s pitiful showing in 
the presidential election in March. His 2.7% vote was 
his worst result for years, a tenth of his 1993 presiden- 
tial result and 4% less than the LDPR achieved in last 
December’s parliamentary ballot. His electorate, it 
seems, has deserted him en masse for Putin. 

Only among Russian troops based in Kosovo did 
Zhirinovsky poll reasonably, scoring 7% compared with 
Putin’s 85%. Sensing the way the wind was blowing a 
few days before the election, Zhirinovsky offered to 
stand down in favour of the Communist Party candi- 
date, Gennadi Zuganov, and the liberal candidate, a 
move that voters perceived as the final pirouette of a 
clapped-out joker. 


It was not his only gesture. Four days before the bal- 
lot, he made a dramatic trip to Belgrade, complete with 
the usual media circus, to mark the first anniversary of 
Nato’s assault on Serbia. He thought he would be 
addressing the Yugoslav parliament at the invitation of 
President Milosevic, but was back in Moscow within 12 
hours to speak at a demonstration in front of the US 
embassy by 200 of his supporters. 

On the eve of the election, Zhirinovsky entertained 
reporters, telling them: “Get ready. The arrests will start 
in the morning. It’s the handcuffs that will click, not the 
cameras.” He also firmly predicted that Vladimir Putin 
would restore the cult of the personality, that a statue 
to Felix Dzerzhinsky, founder of the Soviet secret 
police, would be erected and that one of Moscow’s 
streets would soon bear Putin’s name. Pleased at the 
anti-Putin votes won by Zuganov and the liberals, he 
blithely announced that “only thirty minutes remain 
before the end of democracy”. 

Zhirinovsky saw his vote pulverised by Putin and 
Zuganovy. At first, it did not look like he would even get 
onto the ballot paper — after forgetting to register his 
son's flat on the property declaration candidates are 
obliged to make — but at the last minute the supreme 
court allowed him to stand, to fight the election, forc- 
ing the state election commission to reprint millions of 
voting papers. 

Putin took over 52% of the vote, leaving his chal- 
lengers trailing a long way behind. Zuganov polled 30% 
and a liberal took 6%. 

For his part, Zuganov fared better than the 
Communists did in December's parliamentary elec- 
tions, despite poll predictions that his vote would 
plunge. Zuganov, however, is a permanent opposition- 
ist and by steering his party along a nationalist and 
conservative path, has ruled himself out as a credible 
alternative. 

The voter turnout of more than 70% of Russia’s 107 
million registered voters was unexpectedly high and it 
is clear that Putin was successful in mopping up 
nationalist votes which, in previous elections, have 
gone to ex-general Lebed, Zhirinovsky or Zuganov. The 
election itself was a lacklustre affair, delivering little in 
the way of debate. 

Other far-right candidates got derisory votes. Alexei 
Podberyozkin, leader of Spiritual Heritage, gained 
0.1%, while the nationalist film producer Stanislav 
Govoroukhin did scarcely better with 0.45%. The only 
consolation for the ultra-nationalists turned out to be 
the 38% vote for the far-right journalist Alexandre 
Nevzorov, who was elected to parliament for the St 
Petersburg district in a by-election. 

Nevzorov, infamous for his television programme 
600 Seconds, which was a vehicle for spreading racist 
and nationalist ideas, was media adviser to the gover- 
nor of St Petersburg, Yakovlev, resulting in even more 
racist material on the city’s screens. 

The political climate in southern Russia is worsening 
daily. In March, after an incident involving young 
Chechens and local youths, 300 residents of a village 
near Rostov-on-Don demonstrated in front of their 
council offices to demand the expulsion of all people 
originating from the Caucasus. 

Putin aims to latch on to such widespread senti- 
ments to strengthen Russian power and the security 
forces. A few months ago he ordered a resumption of 
military training for secondary school boys and, sur- 
rounded by a team of former KGB colleagues, plans to 
declare war on corruption. 

At the same time as strengthening the state’s political 
grip, Putin looks set to try to liberalise the economy by 
encouraging foreign investment and aiding the big pri- 
vate gas, petrol and aluminium monopolies. 
Commentators are pointing out that the whole Putin 
strategy has more than a whiff of a certain Iron Lady 
about it. 
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Nazi youth turn to violence 

from Pierre Grosz of Reflex 

in Paris 

YOUNG FAR-RIGHT activists have turned to violence in 
the face of the rapid fragmentation of the youth move- 
ments of Jean-Marie Le Pen’s Front National (FN) and 
Bruno Mégret’s rival Mouvement National Républicain 
(MNR). 

The MNR is having considerable difficulty in 
relaunching a really dynamic youth movement, while 
the Front National de la Jeunesse (FNJ), reestablished 
with much sound and fury a year ago, appears to exist 
only on paper. 

The MNR’s youth wing, the Mouvement National de 
Jeunesse (MNJ), is now just a splinter group with only 
two or three activists in each of its provincial organisa- 
tions. The only exception is the Paris region, where its 
members are trying to maintain a high level of activity. 

Led by Philippe Schleiter, nephew of the infamous 
Holocaust denier Robert Faurisson, the MNJ is hoping 
to revive itself with campaigns among secondary school 
students, in both the private and state sectors. It has 
adopted a new logo - an oak leaf superimposed on a 
stylised Celtic cross — and its leaders, obsessed by the 
theme of “identity”, are planning a number of events to 
promote its ideas during the rest of this year. However 
they are still heavily dependent on other far-right outfits 
such as the pagan organisation, Terre et Peuple (Soil and 
People), to provide an audience. 

The far-right student organisation, Renouveau Etudi- 
ant (RE), held its conference in Bordeaux in October last 
year. The event was marked by violent verbal clashes 
between those demanding total loyalty to Mégret’s MNR 
and those wanting the organisation to unite all extreme- 
right and nationalist students, including supporters and 
members of the FN. 

The pro-unity faction even invited Guillaume Luyt, 
the general secretary of the FN’s youth wing, to the con- 
ference as a counterweight to Schleiter. But the factional 
differences have not been settled and RE now looks 
increasingly like an inactive student fraternity. Its politi- 
cal indecision has opened the way for the violent 
Groupe Union Défense (GUD) to become active in 
provincial universities. Some members of the GUD have 
dual membership with RE. 

The GUD, which has been closely linked with nation- 
alist revolutionaries for the past three years, has stepped 
up activity since the beginning of the year. Although it 
has proved itself unable to establish any long-term base 
for political action, it is more than capable of investing 
its time and energy in violence. During February and 
March there have been two attacks on progressive book 
shops, two attacks on meetings, one of which was a rally 
calling for the release of the black US journalist, Mumia 
Abu Jamal, presently sitting on death row, and several 
aggressive incidents in universities. Despite the GUD’s 
violence and a judicial complaint against it, the police 
have taken no action to halt its activities. 

Like in some other European Union states, younger 
right-wing extremists in France are beginning to view 
electoral campaigns as a political mistake. This has led 
to divisions among leading members of the FN, some of 
whom prefer to concentrate on cultural activities such 
as concerts, while others want a more directly aggressive 
style. The number of far-right concerts in France has 
grown in recent months and opponents of the far right 
have not yet grasped their importance. 


Irving stopped 

From Rafal Pankowski 

in Warsaw 

THE ANTI-FASCIST magazine Nigdy Wiecej (Never 
Again) has wrecked plans by Bellona, the state-owned 
publishing house of the Polish Defence Ministry, to pub- 
lish a translation of David Irving’s biography of Hitler's 
right-hand man Hermann Goring this spring. For the 
first time in Poland, it appears, a respected publisher 
was heading for the revisionist arena. Previously Irving's 
“works” have been published in Poland only by small 
private publishers. 

Both Defence Minister Janusz Onyszkiewicz and 
Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek have been personally 
briefed about the scandal, which erupted after other 
journalists followed up the story from Nigdy Wiecej, 
most notably Urszula Prussak of Radio Stacja and Jakub 
Rzekanowski of the daily Trybuna. 

Articles protesting against Bellona’s planned involve- 
ment in promoting Holocaust revisionism also 
appeared in the Jewish magazine Slowo Zydowskie and 
the left-wing weekly Przeglad. The attack on Bellona’s 
moves in Przeglad was written by the well known Polish 
columnist, Krzysztof T Toeplitz. Public pressure forced 
Bellona to abandon its plans and cancel an intended 
promotional trip by Irving to Poland. 

The person who arranged the deal with Bellona was 
Bartlomiej Zborski. Zborski was the first person to trans- 
late Irving’s books into Polish and is a regular antise- 
mitic contributor to Szczerbiec, the magazine of the 
International Third Position and National Revival of 
Poland, which is the main forum for Holocaust revision- 
ists in Poland. 

Zborski has translated classical literature including 
the works of George Orwell. It remains to be seen 
whether the current owners of the copyright of Orwell's 
books will continue their collaboration with him. 

Among Zborski’s most recent “achievements” was the 
Polish edition of the infamous American handbook for 
nazi terrorists, The Turner Diaries, by William Pierce. 
This book was published by a private publisher, 
Rachocki, which some years ago published Trotsky’s 
memoirs. 

Rachocki became a business partner of Bellona when 
it was starting a new series of popular history books. At 
the time Bellona employed Zborski as the editor of the 
series called “The Brown Series”. The standard design of 
the books’ covers included the swastika and the nazi 
eagle. Irving's biography of Goering was among the first 
titles in the pipeline. 

Although publication of Irving’s book by the state 
company has been stopped in its tracks by the joint 
efforts of anti-fascists and the media it unfortunately 
does not follow that the development of Holocaust revi- 
sionism in Poland has been halted for good. 
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Nazis run amok on the coast 
From Monitor in Oslo 


POLICE IN Stavanger have arrested and charged 
eight young nazi thugs after two Africans were 
stabbed in an unprovoked attack. 

The nazis had gathered outside the Berlin night- 
club in the town centre in the early hours of 4 March 
to dish out “Save the white race!” leaflets, describing 
how to tune in to the speeches of the US National 
Alliance leader, Dr William Pierce, on the Internet. 

When the leaflets ran out, the nazis stabbed a ran- 
domly selected African man in the groin. Another 
African who rushed to his aid was chased down the 
street by the nazis who were hurling bricks. When 
they caught up, they stabbed him six times in the 
back, puncturing one of his lungs. Luckily, both vic- 
tims survived. 

The nazis apparently had a change of clothes to 
hand and, on their way back to their hotel, ditched 
their blood-soaked clothes and put on the clean 
ones. 

Three of the nazis were local. The others are core 
activists in “Vigrid”, a nazi sect that poses as a 
Norwegian arm of Pierce’s National Alliance. Vigrid, 
led by Tore W Tvedt, 56, has existed for about a year, 
and publishes an extremely antisemitic monthly 
magazine of the same name. 

Tvedt functions as a kind of father-figure to his 
young recruits. Vigrid is strongest in the south of 
Norway, where anti-fascists fear a resurgence of 
racist violence. 

Such close connections with US extremists are new 
for Norway and could supply Vigrid with funds and 
terrorist propaganda. 

In Oslo, meanwhile, three well known nazis have 
appeared in court on charges arising from several 
violent incidents. The main one occurred in April 
1998, when the convicted killer Johnny Olsen, Daniel 
De Linde and Jan Roger Larsen were involved in a 
skirmish with anti-fascists. During the clash, De 
Linde fired shots into the mélée, while Olsen, the 
prosecution said, was swinging an axe. The three 
were also charged with hijacking a taxi to escape. 

Olsen was acquitted for lack of proof. The court 
also decided that the taxi was hijacked in legitimate 
self-defence. De Linde, however, was sentenced to 14 
months in prison for the shooting and several other 
offences, including assault, possession of illegal 
firearms and shooting at a parked car. He will also 
have to pay £900 compensation to his two victims. 

Larsen, who received a 120-day suspended sen- 
tence and was fined £450 for hitting a person with a 
bag of beer bottles, cut a bizarre figure in court. 
During the trial the judge had to warn him that 
swearing aloud would not help his case, but the trial 
really descended into farce when Larsen’s mobile 
phone rang. “Hell!” he shouted and began frantically 
to press the buttons, unable to turn it off. When it 
rang again, Larsen had to take out the battery to dis- 
able it. 

When the judge announced a short recess, Larsen 
jumped up and ran towards the door. The judge 
looked astonished when Larsen’s lawyer asked: 
“Where are you going?” and Larsen bawled back to 
the crowded courtroom: “To the loo!” 


AUSTRIA 


Flushed from their bunkers 
From Karli Pfeifer in Vienna 


HEINRICH GROSS, an 84-year-old former Nazi doctor, 
sat in court at the end of March accused of murdering 
nine children in a “special institute” in Vienna in 1944. 
The judge asked him: “Did you hear everything? Did you 
understand everything?” 

Gross replied: “I heard everything, I did not under- 
stand anything”. Karl Oellinger, a Green Party MP, com- 
mented afterwards that Gross’s reply characterises the 
Austrian attitude to Nazi crimes committed by 
Austrians. 

The judge promptly freed Gross, on the grounds of his 
impaired mental health, whereupon he shuffled with his 
lawyer to a nearby coffee house to give a lucid television 
interview. The prosecution are now asking for a second 
medical opinion. 

This, however, is not the real scandal. 

Gross’s boss was condemned to death for his crimes 
by an Austrian court after the war. Gross, who joined the 
Nazis long before the 1938 Anschluss, was luckier. He 
survived to return from the Soviet Union, where he had 
been held as a POW, in 1947. 

With an obviously guilty conscience, he went into hid- 
ing for a year, but was tracked down in 1948 when the 
Cold War started. A court at the time released him on a 
very flimsy verdict which was later quashed by a higher 
court. Austria’s attorney-general thought otherwise and 
decided to take into account that Gross had already 
spent two two years in prison and had in any case not 
committed murder but only manslaughter. 

Released in 1953 Gross found his way into the 
Socialist Party (SPO) and never looked back. He was still 
using the brains of the children he killed for his “scien- 
tific research” and, through the intervention of his 
friends in the SPO, was appointed head of a scientific 
institute. 

Awarded the highest state prizes open to a scientist, 
Gross thought his past had been forgotten. But in 1979 it 
returned to haunt him when, as he was about to give a 
lecture in Salzburg about “murders committed by the 
insane”, a group of young Austrian doctors distributed 
leaflets about “murders committed on allegedly insane 
children”. 

Outraged, Gross sued for libel and won. In 1981, that 
verdict was overturned, the signal for the SPO expel him. 
Nevertheless he remained, until two years ago, Austria’s 
top court psychiatric expert and gave about 30,000 
opinions during his long career. 

The court case in Vienna has sparked a debate in the 
SPO about its integration of Nazis after the war. Oliver 
Rathkolb, a historian belonging to the SPO, has 
observed that the problem is not those Nazis who 
changed their minds, but those who remained anti- 
semites and joined the party. Furthermore, some lead- 
ing SPO politicians were not Nazis but were still rabid 
antisemites, for instance, two SPO Interior Ministers, 
Oskar Helmer and Franz Olah. 

Nor were the Socialists alone in recruiting former 
Nazis. Many found their way into the conservative OVP, 
and one even became a distinguished member of the 
Austrian government, a fact denied by Maria Rauch- 
Kallat, General Secretary of the OVP. While the Socialist 
Party is keen to scrutinise its history, the OVP seems 
intent on burying it. 


32 Searchlight May 2000 





Shutting down 
the peddiers 
of hate 


White Noise Congress 
Berlin 14-16 April 2000 


THE GROWING and lucrative nazi music movement was 
the subject of an international conference in Berlin last 
month which brought together anti-fascists from ten 
countries. Organised by the Antifaschistisches 
Pressearchiv und Bildungszentrum (APABIZ), its pur- 
pose was to exchange materials and ideas in order to 
strengthen and coordinate joint work. Participants came 
from across Germany, as well as Poland, France, 
Sweden, Britain and the United States. 

The conference followed the publication of an 
enlarged German edition of Searchlight’s White Noise 
book, jointly with Antifaschistisches Infoblatt and 
Enough is Enough, under the imprint of Reihe 
Antifaschistisches Texte (RAT). When the English lan- 
guage edition was published at the end of 1998, 
Searchlight argued that the development of the nazi 
music scene, and building strategies to combat it, was 
one of the key issues for anti-fascists and anti-racists 
today. The “Aryan internationalism” of the nazi music 
movement has to be combated by an anti-fascist inter- 
nationalism based on physical and practical action. 

Activists at the conference placed emphasis on the 
fact that an internationalist “feel-good factor” cannot 
replace local and regional campaigns. The level of nazi 
concerts and other activities varies greatly not only from 
one country to another but even from region to region. 
The most notable example of this is Germany where del- 
egates explained that there are still vast political and cul- 
tural differences between the west and the former 
German Democratic Republic in the East. 

It is nearly 12 years since I last visited Berlin to attend 
an anti-fascist conference, as a guest of the 
Antifaschistisches Infoblatt. I felt a strange sense of déja 
vu as veterans of that original conference took the plat- 
form at this one, though of course they were joined by a 
new generation of activists. Back in 1988 I attended as a 
Union of Jewish Students delegate and was also a 
speaker at a huge demonstration in West Berlin, where 
we marched under the slogan “No foothold for fascism’. 
Things were very different then: the Berlin Wall was still 
standing, Antifaschistisches Infoblatt was in its infancy, 
having produced only a handful of issues, and it was to 
be several years before the computer revolution would 
transform the way we publish and communicate. 

Of course the fascists did secure a foothold in 
Germany, and German anti-fascists faced a hard time as 
the nazi movement grew and atrocities were carried out, 
most notoriously at Rostock and Hoyerswerda. 
Conference delegates estimated that during the height 
of activity a nazi concert takes place every two days in 
Germany. But it is not only in Germany that the fascists 
have made headway in the 1990s. 

This conference would never have taken place in the 
form that it did without an international anti-fascist net- 
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technologies — the compact disc and the I 
ing the subculture into a cash-cow for naz 
pact disc is currently the nazis’ most powe a 
weapon, which is why the conference decided to organ 
ise an international campaign to stifle their production. 

Working on similar lines to Searchlight’s Shut Down 
the Peddlers of Hate and the US Turn it Down cam 
paigns, we believe we will be able to hit the enemy hard, 
in several countries, where it will hurt them most — i 
their pockets. 





Searchlight 












































Rechts-Rock, Skinhead-Musik 
Blood & Honour 
- Einblicke in die internationale 


Neonazi-Musik-Szene 


New German translation 
of the Searchlight book 


UNRAST Verlag 
Hamburg/Munster 20 
ISBN 3-897 71-803- 
DM 19.80 












































i a 





’ 


S MANY as 1,000 people marched through the 

streets of Indianapolis last month in solidarity 

with a fundamentalist church that is being threat- 
ened with closure after failing to pay taxes to the Internal 
Revenue Service. The confrontation between the 
Indianapolis Baptist Temple and the federal authorities 
seems to be coming to a head after several years of legal 
battles. 

On 10 April the IRS received court backing to initiate 
the seizure of property, but a late stay of execution has 
allowed the Temple another hearing in May. 

Dr Greg Dickson, who provides an important bridge 
between the Christian right and the far right, founded 
the Temple in the mid-1980s. Originally a member of the 
Moral Majority, he is a close colleague of Everett Ramsey, 
an Christian Identity leader from Missouri. 

More worryingly, Dickson attended the gathering of 
Christian Men in 1992, organised by Pete Peters, one the 
leading Identity preachers in the US. It was at this gath- 
ering that the modern day militia movement was born. 
Also in attendance was Louis Beam, of leaderless resist- 
ance fame, and Richard Butler, leader of the Aryan 
Nations. 

Dickson's association with the far right began in the 
mid-1980s when he became involved with Ramsey in his 
attempt to save his church from being closed down by 
the government. 

In 1986 Dickson formed the American Coalition of 
Unregistered Churches, an organisation that can be con- 
sidered the Christian element of white nationalism. At 
least 20 other far-right churches had a presence at the 
Indianapolis protest. 

For a church to be exempt from tax in the US it needs 
to provide the federal government with financial data 
and papers, and obey charity rules. Dickson and the 


other churches in his movement have decided that they 
do not need to comply with these requirements, claim- 
ing only to obey God. This has not impressed the author- 
ities, which have begun legal action to recover up to $2.6 
million (£1.6 million) in unpaid tax. 

In pursuing civil disobedience the Temple has 
received the support of many of the remaining militia 
groups in the Mid-West. Members of many of these 
groups were represented at the rally, though, as 
instructed by the organisers, came dressed in their 
Sunday best rather than their usual combat fatigues. 

The desire to appear a reasonable and moderate 
movement was obvious from the rally. It was led by a 
group of High School students who claimed they were 
not going to graduate because of the possible seizure of 
the Temple. Many younger children attended the march 
carrying “SOS — Save Our School” placards. 

About 80% of the participants were local people, an 
indication of the level of support the Temple has in the 
locality. This is perhaps not surprising considering that 
Indianapolis is on the northern rim of the Bible belt and 
its struggle has some resonance. 

The rally followed a church service which was 
attended by 350 people. The Temple claims a total con- 
gregation of 1,500 people. 

During the service Dickson was presented with a giant 
portrait of John Birch, the legendary anti-Government 
and antisemitic activist. Dickson placed the portrait on 
the alter, claiming that their struggle was one. 

The Temple seems keen on confrontation with the 
Government, believing that it will gain considerable 
attention and support nationally. The new hearing has 
been set for 5 May, though it seems certain that this is 
merely a stay of execution. 
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THE BNP’S FACE OF HATE 


Richard Edmunds — the man behind Holocaust News 
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"It began in 1963 when 
w agents of Searchlight raided my home 
and were caught red-handed in this criminal © 
attempt. Ever since then that publication has 
tweaked at my tail with a stream of 

, defamatory articles: a 37-year onslaught, 

» to which I, as a good Christian, 
turn the other cheek.” 
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AST NOVEMBER, German, Swedish and British 

nazis from Combat 18 (C18) and the Blood and 

Honour (B&H) network met in Norway to coordi- 
nate international activities against their opponents and 
step up terror against anti-fascists, journalists and repre- 
sentatives of the state. 

German nazis are under pressure after several mur- 
ders committed by their Swedish counterparts and 
actions in other parts of Europe. They have still not really 
delivered the goods, despite the publication of hit lists 
and the activities of terrorists such as Kay Diesner, who 
was jailed for murder in 1997 and is now celebrated as a 
martyr. 

Digging out information on opponents is central to 
the activity of the various factions of the right-wing 
extremist scene. The names, addresses and photographs 
of anti-fascists, journalists and trade unionists, young 
and old, regularly feature in right-wing publications, 
from tatty photocopied nazi fanzines to the official 
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In December, a further 20-page list turned up. Printed 
in the style of a skinhead fanzine, with the title Wehrwolf, 
this one placed the names and addresses of over 150 so- 
called “enemies of the people” under headings such as 
“parliamentarians”, “Hebrews” and “democratic propa- 
gandists”. 

Alongside the names of 40 members of the German 
parliament of all parties - whose details had been taken 
from an out-of-date parliamentary handbook — the pub- 
lishers concentrated on Jewish communities and institu- 
tions and revolutionary left groups such as Red Aid and 
the Marxist-Leninist Party of Germany. The most horrify- 
ing aspect of this slovenly researched list was its open 
antisemitism. 

The publisher this time was “Anti-Antifa Saarpfalz” 
using the same post box, located in the Dutch town of 
Delfzill and managed by the long-time Dutch nazi, Eite 
Homann, as the one used in September by Anti-Antifa 
Kurpfalz. 
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tence, including time on remand. 
Reichsruf No 6 appeared, also availa 
PO box. Bar’s role model is Diesner a 
periphery of the Nationale Volksfron 
been very active in southern Germa: 
years and whose letterhead Reime: 
threatening letter. 


Guns, guns and more guns 

In March 1998, after a Jewish cemet 
in Neustadt, police swooped on loca 
an arsenal that included a machin 
attack on a local take-away in 199( 
another seven machine pistols, elev 
guns, 8,000 rounds of ammunition 
grams of explosives as well as nigl 
mines. Two of those responsible fo1 
take-away belonged to the NVE 

Investigation of the NVF led to ¢ 
Until recently, the NPD had its nati 
property belonging to the notorious 
Norman Kempken, who was convi 
the 1993 anti-Antifa list, Der Einbl 
place as a hideout. 

A police raid on Pfahler’s property | 
ered weapons including hand gre 
machine pistols. Pfahler and his 23-, 
Alexander Larrass had been runt 
weapons business. On Pfahler’s behi 
to the Czech Republic, bought 
Kalashnikov machine pistols and 
Germany for sale to Pfahler’s custo1 
was an undercover policeman. 

On trial in Munich for violations 
Pfahler, 53, tried and failed to preser 
political militaria collector. Although 
prove that weapons found in his po 
tined for right-wing extremists, Pfahli 
three years and eight months in pris 
years and eight months. Now in pi 
Pfahler is being looked after by the 1 

Despite evidence of nationwide 
security authorities profess ignorat 
must have known of the existence 0 
since 21 November, when police s 
vehicle at the German-Dutch borde1 
passengers, Sven Oliver Schlechta, ‘ 
17, both from Schwabach, and Ba 
from Firth were found in possess! 
material including Wehrwolf. 


Enter the BKA 

Police seized the Wehrwolf hit list | 
warn its potential victims. This is hare 
reads the Federal Criminal Office (1 
Wehrwolf which claims that Anti-, 
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